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HAYTI VINDICATED. 


Tue following letter appeared in the Times 
of the 17th ult. We believe we are correct 
in stating that the defence is official, though 
anonymous : 


To the Editor of the Times. 


‘«Srr,—I have noticed in your leading 
article of the 10th inst., upon the in- 
teresting letter of your Jamaica corre- 
spondent, a reference to the ‘ precedent 
of Hayti. I have also noticed many 
allusions in your journal to this same 
‘precedent,’ and it has been adverted to 
very generally, and especiaily by the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica, with a view to promote 
and to maintain a belief that the negroes 
of Hayti have at various times arisen in 
insurrection and massacred the white in- 
habitants. When we are told that Jamaica 
has been on the point of becoming a ‘second 
Hayti,’ we are left to the inference that 
my country is in a chronic state of rebellion 
and insurrection, and that its population 
bas relapsed into the barbarous state in 
which it was when held in Slavery. It is 
extremely painful to us Haytians to be 
thus maligned, and I feel it incumbent 
upon me to declare that these allegations 
are as mischievous, as they are unfounded. 

‘‘The ‘insurrection’ of the Haytians, 
which has become historical, was certainly 
directed against the whites, but it was in 
consequence of the attempt of the latter 
class to enslave a people who had been 
declared free, and had enjoyed their liber- 
ties for some time. It has always been 
held that any nation has a right to revolt 
against oppression. My countrymen did 
not revolt when they were in Slavery, but 
they took up arms to assert and to defend 
the freedom which had been conferred 
upon them. It was a fair fight in an open 
field, though against odds which might 
have deterred a less resolute people ; for 
it must not be forgotten that the island 





slaveholders were aided by a large foreign 
army. We conquered, and the names of 
Toussaint |’Ouverture and Dessalines will 
ever be held among us, in as high veneration 
as that of Washington is by the people of 
the United States. 

“That we have had revolutions and 
legs commotions in my country is true. 

ut what country has not had them ? These 
have been everywhere the work of misguided 
and designing men; and to some extent, 
in our case also, the result of our island’s 
being placed under two distinct Govern- 
ments. Although, however, these internal 
troubles have interfered with our progress 
as a nation, and tended to cripple its re- 
sources, we have advanced in all directions, 
and are hopeful of a great future 

“1 will go a step further, and say that, 
instead of deserving to be pointed at as 
incapable of self-government, the negro 
race in Hayti presents an illustrious ex- 
ample of the very converse. Our public 
code is the Code Napoléon. We administer 
our affairs, foreign and domestic, with the 
same care as other nations do. We have 
our public universities, colleges, and 
schools ; our chambers of commerce, our 
tribunals of justice, and our courts of 
law ; and we have our men of eminence in 
every profession. We also have a literature, 
and all creeds are tolerated. It is likewise 
due to our young men to state that, in fair 
competition with the youths of France, 
many of them have carried off the first 
prizes from the universities, and the 
highest honours from the schools of juris- 
prudence and medicine. I believe, indeed, 
that if we were fairly judged, we should 
not be found behind any people in the 
world. 

“I think it worthy of mention that 
Hayti has for many years had a diplomatic 
representative in England, in France, and 
Spain. It was not our privilege to be ac- 
cepted at Washington, but we may now 
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point with satisfaction to the fact that we 
also have a representative there, 

“| should not have ventured to trespass 
upon your space had I not felt it to bea 
duty to my countrymen and to my Govern- 
ment to protest in their name, as well as 
in my own, against the injustice done to 
us when Hayti is referred to as a ‘ prece- 
dent’ for negro misrule, insubordination 
to law, and imsurrectionary tendencies ; 
and | trust you will afford me the oppor- 
tunity of vindication by giving this letter 
a place in your columns, 

**T have the honour to remain, Sir, 

‘* Yours obediently, 
*¢ Feb. 19. G.” 











LETTERS ON JAMAICA, 


Tue letters issued from the offices of the 
Anti-Slavery Society to the press, on the 
recent events in Jamaica, are continued 
below. 


MORE FACTS FROM JAMAICA. 


LETTER X. 

The last mails from Jamaica have brought 
me so large a number of letters relating to 
the recent events in that island, that I feel 
embarrassed how best to utilise their con- 
tents for the public good. I have concluded 
to classify the facts, and to address them 
to the press, in a series of communications 
which I shall endeavour to make as brief 
as possible, and I must trust to your 
courtesy to give them publicity. 

The case of the lateG. W. Gordon might 
be left to stand where it does—upon its 
own merits—the publication of the evi- 
dence upon which he appears to have been 
convicted, having, as it would seem, con- 
verted even our opponents, with one dis- 
honourable exception. But it is not enough 
to shew that he was illegally arrested, and 
put to death upon testimony which would 
not have been held sufficient in any or- 
dinary court of justice to convict the 
meanest offender : it is urgent to vindicate 
the character of the unfortunate gentle- 
man who is designated as ‘‘a proven liar, 
a foul-mouthed demagogue, and an un- 
scrupulous slanderer;” and also to expose 
the untruthfulness of the statement, that 
“no man in Jamaica, black or white, 
doubted his guilt,” This done, I hope it 
will uot devolve upon me to address you 
again on the subject of the unwarrantable 
proceedings, of which my late friend was 
the victim. 

The following letter is addressed to me 
by a member of the Assembly. It will be 
admitted that the reign of terror in Ja- 
maica must have been indeed terrible, 
when gentlemen of position affirm that 
they write upon passing events in actual 
peril of their lives. 
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Kingston, Jamaica, Jan. 8. 

*‘S1z,—Forgive the liberty I take in addressin 
you. I feel, however, that the truth ptm 
with the so-called rebellion should be made 
known to you in all its bearings, and I have 
spent a few hours in tracing, from my own per- 
sonal knowledge, and facts supplied me by friends, 
causes and effects. The late Mr. Gordon was 
personally known to me, and Jamaica had a 
worthy and faithful son in him. It was im- 
possible for him to escape the dangers which 
beset him when he constantly proclaimed the 
wrongs done to the oppressed classes in Jamaica ; 
and I believe that his death was a consummation 
devoutly wished for by Governor Eyre and his 
wicked advisers. Mr. Gordon entered the colonial 
parliament at the last general election, and I 
can bear witness to his faithful advocacy of the 
people’s rights. 1 wish the colony had fifty 
such men, When martial law was proclaimed, 
Mr. Gordon might easily have hidden himself 
from the storm, but he preferred to remain at 
his post, that he might, if required, be found 
ready to answer any charges that might be 
brought against him. He took legal advice 
from his own solicitor, which was confirmed by 
another legal gentleman a few days before he 
was arrested, that, being out of the district 
where martial law prevailed, he could not be 
captured in Kingston and taken to Morant Bay. 
We were all mistaken in our expectations of 
English justice, for Mr. Eyre not only personally 
superintended his capture in Kingston, but joined 
the ship of war, and remained on board to 
witness the transfer of Mr Gordon into the 
hands of his murderers at Morant Bay. 

**T enclose a narrative hastily prepared, which 
I trust may prove useful. It may be published, 
if you desire its dissemination ; but, for reasons 
of personal safety to myself and family, my 
name must not appear in print, or be in any 
manner made public. If my presence is required 
in England to strengthen the cause of liberty, 
and to vindicate the character of the natives 
of the country, I shall be willing to go, at my 
own expense, to England, and do my best for 
the good of all,” 


We have here a record of at least two 
legal opinions, coneurring on a material 
point of law, namely, the illegality of the 
removal of Mr. Gordon, in virtue of a civil 
warrant, from a district where martial law 
did not prevail, to one in which he did. 
That Mr. Gordon might have got away 
appears certain: That he did not make the 
attempt is all to his honour, and the fact 
furnishes indirect but strong proofs of his 
innocence. I beg to submit further evidence 
on this point. It is an extract of a letter 
to me from Mrs. Shannon, Mr. Gordon’s 
mother-in-law, dated so far back as the 
24th November last. 


* By the last mail I forwarded to you the 
dying letter of the late Mr. Gordon to his wife, 
which told you all we knew or still know of the 
late tragedy, after he gave himself up. A letter 
appeared in one of the papers, aceusing him 
of being the instigator of the rebellion; and 
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such was the excitement which prevailed, that 
his friends advised him to get away, which he 
could then have easily done, and [ entreated 
him on my knees to do so, if not for his own 
sake, for that of others. But his answer was, 
*I have done nothing but striven to prevent 
oppression, and to relieve the poor, and no in- 
ducement shall make me act as if I were guilty. 
If, for the tranquillity of the city, it is necessary 
for me to keep retired for a few days, I will do 
so, but leave I will not.” 


“Tt is said they have documents: if so, all I 
ask is to see them, and to know why they were 
not produced in evidence; also if they might 
not be misconstrued, as, speaking of one in a 
public situation, ‘we must get rid of him,’ of 
course meaning out of his situation. If his 
friends, and he has many, could be convinced 
that he was guilty of what he was charged with, 
they, and I too, would say he deserved to suffer ; 
but his whole life has been passed in endeavouring 
to ameliorate the condition of the poor, to the 
injury of his health and his means.” 


As I know an attempt is being made to 
produce an impression that Mr. Gordon 
was at variance with his family, I beg to 
submit an extract from another letter from 
the same lady, dated Kingston, the 23rd 
of December last: 

** The late Mr. Gordon was a man as bold as 
a lion in the cause of truth and oppression ; 
but, in domestic life, few, if any, could surpass 
him in urbanity of manner or kindness of ,dis- 
position; and I can truly say I never had an 
angry word from him, but he was always cheer- 
ful, and anxious to promote the happiness and 
comfort of others, never thinking of his own. 
If such a man could be guilty of plotting whole- 
sale murder, then I must say, instead of a halter 
he required a strait waistcoat, and the lunatic 
asylum in the place of a gallows. Hen 
I should be deeply grieved that any further 
sacrifice of human: life should take place, but 
I would die a beggar to have Mr. Gordon's 
memory cleared from the vile aspersions cast 
upon it.” 

Certain rumours, which I have traced to 
their source, have been set afloat, with a 
view to defame the widow of Mr. Gordon. 
I refer to them merely to place your readers 
on their guard. The followimg letter will 
shew that it was not true he was estranged 
from his wife. It possesses a melancholy 
interest, having been written whilst he was 
on his way to Morant Bay. 


*¢On board the Wolverine, 
“18th October 1865. 

*¢ My best beloved Lucy,—I do not know what 
turn matters will take. I am innocent of the 
transactions which have transpired, and I must 
leave myself in the hands of a just God. This 
may be the last time I shall write to you. I[ 
have written very hurriedly, and in a rolling 
sea. Remember me affectionately and forgivingly 
to all. See also Auntie and my father, and say 
I shall, if I must, go in peace, and with a clear 
conscience of being any party to the outbreak 
here. Remember me to the dear old friends at 
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the ‘Tabernacle,’ and to all my servants, and 
also to Ducasse, who has been always kind and 
faithful to me. My heart throbs with love for 
you; but let your soul be staid on God through 
Christ, and be not sorrowful as those without 
hope. Say good bye to all, and to old Harris. 
My very, very dearest one, I hope His Excellency 
the Govervor will be so kind as to let you get this. 
lf the end comes with me, | shall in death re- 
member your warm, and kind, and devoted, and 
affectionate attachment. Hoping that we shall 
meet in Christ to part no more, Yours even to 
the last moment, “G, W. Gorpon. 

‘Good-bye to Cousin Mary. 15 pages.” 

I perceive in your correspondence under 
the head of Jamaica, in your issue of to- 
day, a reference to the fifteen pages jotted 
down on Mr. Gordon’s letter. They were 
memoranda concerning his affairs, stating 
what he wished done for the good of all 
parties with whom he had been connected 
in business. This packet was not sent to 
Mrs. Gordon until nearly six weeks after 
date, and was then forwarded opened, 
through the executive Committee, ‘on 
Her Majesty’s service.” 

It has not escaped notice, that, in the 
published copies of Mr. Gordon’s last letter 
to his wife, he states that he knew nothing 
of Bogle, though, during his own trial, he 
more than once referred to him as his col- 
league in various transactions. Mr. Joseph 
G. Smith, Mr. Gordon’s nephew, writes to 
the Jamaica Morning Journal, on the 22nd 
of December last, pointing out certain 
errors in that letter, the original of which 
he held, and offered to produce ; and stating 
that Mr. Gordon really wrote:—“I knew 
nothing of Bogle, and never advised him 
to the aci or acts which have brought upon 
me this end.” Mr. Smith suggests that 
such a word as intentions, or act, or deed, 
was obviously omitted by the writer—an 
omission not unlikely to occur, as well as 
the other errors pointed out, seeing that 
Mr. Gordon wrote in full consciousness 
that his term of life was limited to seconds, 
Lam glad to perceive that one of the least 
scrupulous of our opponents frankly and 
generously accepts this explanation as suf- 
ficient. 

On the 12th of October, the very day 
after the riot, a statement appeared in the 
Jamaica Tribune, charging Mr. Gordon 
with being the instigator of it, and of the 
“rebellion.” Mr. Gordon immediately 
addressed the following letter to the editor, 
the original of which, in Mr. Gordon’s own 
handwriting, is in my possession. 

“ K., 12th October 1865. 

“ A, Beckwith, Esq., Ed. Ja. 7ribune. S1r,— 
Having reference to a letter in your issue of this 
morning, signed ‘A Briton,’ I have to request 
that you will oblige me with the real name of its 
author; for in such a serious matter I cannot 
deal with a shadow, I require the substance.— 
Yours oby. ** Gzo. W. Gorpon.” 
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This letter is endorsed, also by Mr. Gor- 
don, ‘‘ Delivered by Mr. William Harris, 
who states that he, Mr. B., would attend 
to it.” I ask whether this prompt demand 
to be furnished with his calumniator’s name 
looks as though Mr. Gordon feared an in- 
vestigation. 

It was alleged, as a proof of Mr. Gor- 
don’s guilt, that he absented himself from 
the court-house on the day of the riot. I 
would therefore direct particular attention 
to the part of our correspondent’s narra- 
tive subjoined, which affirms that Mr. Gor- 
don was really ill at the time, and unfit to 
travel. It is clear, from our correspond- 
ent’s statement, that it was generally felt 
Mr. Gordon’s absence would be miscon- 
strued to his detriment. It is equally clear 
that, knowing it too, Mr. Gordon would 
have gone to Morant Bay had he been phy- 
sically able to do so. Several letters have 
been already published, furnishing collate- 
ral evidence of Mr. Gordan’s illness, which 

-must be admitted to have been susceptible 
of proof, otherwise Dr. Major would have 
been brought forward to give evidence as 
Mr. Gordon requested. Mr. Gordon’s ab- 
sence from the court-house on the 11th was 
made the material point against him. Dr. 
Major, it is asserted, was at Morant Bay 
-on the day of trial ;?but even in 'the con- 
trary case he might have been sent for. It 
seems there was ample time to forward to 
Governor Eyre the evidence against Gor- 
don, with the finding of the court-martial, 
and to receive his reply approving the sen- 
tence. The postscript, dated October 23rd, 
to Governor Eyre’s despatch, points to no 
other conclusion ; unless we accept the in- 
ference that he expressed his concurrence 
in the justice of the sentence after it had 
been carried into effect upon his unfortu- 
nate victim. 

Mr. Gordon’s utterances at the meeting 
held at Vere on the 4th of September, espe- 
cially certain alleged allusions to Hayti, 
were also quoted against him to support 
the charge of rebellions intentions. I have 
before me a copy of the resolutions passed 
at that meeting. They are of the most 
loyal character. Nevertheless, it would 
appear that some one did attribute to Mr. 
Gordon a reference to Hayti, and com- 
mented upon it to his disadvantage. 

It is a singular fact that the editor of the 
Jamaica Guardian spontaneously took u 
his defence, and Mr. Gordon left himse 
so much under an obligation to that gentle- 
man, that he addressed him the following 
letter : 

«¢ Srz,—Your remarks of this morning on the 
subject of your correspondent ‘ Veritas’s’ letter 
leave me under obligations to you; for although 
you seem unsparing towards me, you evidently 
thought that I was not justly amenable for the lan- 
guage attributed to me by * Veritas.’ 1 addressed 
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a large and peaceable meeting, and I advised 
peace and goodwill. I never thovght of Hayti 
or its revolutionary spirit; if I did, I should now 
confess it, and not be afraid. Your correspon- 
dent is self-deceived, and wishes to deceive others. 
It appears that some of the parties in Vere are 
haunted by evil thoughts. The meeting was 
rather a pathetic one; my heart and my eyes 
too were full, caused by the spectacle of suffering 
humanity around me, and the whole scene was 
an affecting one, concluding with the address to 
Dr. Bruce, and his reply, and the large gathering 
which followed around me, as every one must 
have seen. We, thank God, look for a higher 
source of relief than the example of Hayti. Let 
¢ Veritas’ consider well before he inoculates ideas 
into the minds of his people, and let him also be 
answerable for consequences. 

‘“‘T went to Vere to do good and to relieve the 
minds of the poor who called to me. I have a 
heart humbled and subdued, even to the love of 
my enemies; and I therefore regret every de- 
parture from truth. The people were surely 
entitled to a hearing, and they did, in the light 
of day, and, in honesty of purpose, express them- 
selves. Their complaint stands at the door of 
government.—I am, Mr. Editor, your most obdt. 
servt., “ Gro. W. Gorpon.” 

It will be seen that on the second point 
made against Mr. Gordon evidence was ac- 
cessible amply sufficient to clear him. 

In the course of the trial the Provost- 
Marshal handed in a letter, dated 12th of 
October, addressed to E. C. Smith, marked 
private, and signed by the accused. Its 
contents are perfectly innocent ; but it is 
therein said, ‘‘the door to money letters 
is closed.” Since Mr. Gordon’s execution 
certain lists of names are said to have been 
found amongst his papers, and these docu- 
ments are alleged to be in some way 
mysteriously connected with the so-called 
rebellion. 

It is possible that George William Gordon 
meditated a revolution. I will go further, 
and admit that he did. More than this, I 
know he was seeking accomplices ; that he 
had obtained many adhesions, and promises 
of pecuniary support for the materials of 
war; and I herthar admit being privy to 
his programme. As I wish to make a clean 
breast of it, I beg to submit his programme 
as one of the additional piéces de conviction 
which the last and least convinced of our 
opponents rejoices will be forthcoming, as- 
serting that without such ‘‘ additional evi- 
dence” the report of Gordon’s trial re- 
cently published presents ‘‘no legal and 
satisfactory evidence against him.” 

‘‘ THE GREAT REMEDY—AN EDUCATIONAL PRESS, 


*« Knowledge is power. 
‘* Wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability 
of the times. 


‘‘ The degraded state and low condition of a 


large section of the people of this country, no 


doubt, arise, to a great extent, from the lament- 
able amount of ignorance which prevails amongst 
them; and some remedial effort becomes abso- 
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lutely necessary. It is therefore essential for 
the diffusion of useful knowledge, for the im- 
provement of morals, for the benefit of the rising 
generation, for the advancement of agriculture 
and commerce, for the inculcation of principles of 
temperance, self-reliance, and perseverance, as 
well as the spiritual and temporal prosperity of 
the inhabitants of this island, that education in 
all its bearings should be promoted. And in order 
to attain these objects a press is required ex- 
clusively for the purposes of imparting intelligence, 
which is urgeotly necessary for the welfare of 
the people, in order that confidence in the future 
may be established on sound principles. The 
present offers a favourable opportunity of meeting 
the exigency, by the purchase of the ‘ Novelty 
Printing Works ;’ and it is proposed that special 
appeal be made to the generosity and liberality 
of friends and the community, and that a sub- 
scription list be opened for that purpose. 

‘“¢ The following are members of the provisional 
Committee, with power to add to their number: 
—H. Ford, S. C. Burke, Joseph Stines, D. P. 
Nathan, and George Gordon.” 


The projector of this conspiracy selected 
a moment for launching it which he knew 
would be most auspicious, as it was the 
31st anniversary of the success of another 
great conspiracy, memorable in our his- 
tory. Accordingly, the following inflam- 
matory paper was issued : 

‘“* Kingston, Ist August 1865. 

** Sin,—I beg to wait on you with the enclosed 
appeal on behalf of an ‘educational press,” and 
to entreat your liberal and generous considera- 
tion of the subject; also to solicit your kind aid 
towards so desirable an object. Either member 
of the ‘ provisional Committee,’ or the Colonial 
Bank, will be glad to receive your subscription. 
—I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

“Geo. W. Gorpon, Sec. pro. tem.” 

I venture to suggest that close investi- 
tion will probably establish an intimate 
connexion between the mysterious ‘‘ addi- 
tional evidence” which has been referred 
to, and these last proofs of an intent, on 
the part of Mr. Gordon, to incite his fel- 
low-citizens to rebellon. 

There is abundant evidence to prove 
that Mr. Gordon was keenly alive to the 
injustice continually practised on the peo- 
ple around him. Our correspondent, ad- 
verting to the effects this injustice pro- 
duced, and to the efforts of Mr. Gordon to 
provide a remedy, gives the following inte- 
resting details concerning him : 

** George William Gordon saw all these things, 
and they doubtless pressed upon his ardent mind. 
The men who loved and respected him in the 
parish of St. ‘Thomas-in-the-East, where he had 
estates, elected him to a seat in the colonial 
parliament, and there he had a wide field for 
redressing the wrongs of his people. But, alas! 
the Jamaica House of Assembly has been for the 
last twenty years emphatically a planters’ 
assembly, where wrongs were heaped like Pelion 
_ on Ossa, and from which merely atoms of good 
have come. It has, indeed, brought destruction 
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down on its own head; and many good men who 
were members of it must rejoice over its fall and 
its departed uselessness. Mr. Gordon had been, 
in better times, a member of the house, and in 
latter days, when corruption was rampant, he 
found time to resume his labours there; and I 
am bound, in the cause of truth and fairness, to 
State that, though disagreeing in many things 
with him, and disliking his offensive allusions 
to Mr. Eyre, the governor, he was one of the 
very few really useful men in the house. In- 
deed, from his peculiar amiability of disposi- 
tion,shis courage, and reliance on what he would 
call ‘ the good cause,’ he constituted a very host 
in himself. Mouths after months he was seen 
to neglect his own affairs and give himself up 
entirely to the people's cause. ‘ The poor people 
of Jamaica are oppressed by vile laws,’ was his 
incessant cry ; and whether the idea was an idle 
dream springing from a morbid mind, or a fact 
which was undeniable, Mr. Gordon spoke with 
amazing seriousness; and he sometimes com- 
manded, as I think he deserved always, admira- 
tion for his heroic defence of the rights of the 
poor classes, and of the just claims of humanity. 
Himself a very extensive landowner, some of his 
plantations being of great value, he yet declared 
agaiust the oppression of the planters, and never 
failed to give remarkable instances where the 
laws, in the hands of a sanguinary plantocracy, 
were used mischievously against the peasantry. 
He was always in his place, and never failed to 
expose the slightest deviation from the right path 
by the ministers of government. Some of his 
speeches were excellent; and he was so conver- 
sant with the two sides, incomings and expendi- 
ture, that he gave no peace to those who sought 
to fritter away the means of the tax-payers. L 
shall never forget one of his speeches against 
state grants to the Church of England: it was a 
masterly argument, and I confess I felt almost 
persuaded that the venerable establishment to 
which I belouged was, in truth, a scandalous 
imposition on the colonists; for, with an expen- 
diture of over 4(),(00/., very little good ever came 
from its paid ministers. On another occasion I 
heard Mr. Gordon declaim most powerfully 
against a Bill which sought to deprive the pea- 
sautry of their right to sue for trespass committed 
by planters’ cattle in their cultivated grounds, 
unless they could prove that their fields were en- 
closed by substantial fences to keep out the stock. 
The Bill passed the Assembly, but the Legisla— 
tive Council would not permit the odious clause 
referred to to remain. Had Mr. Gordon delivered 
two such speeches in the Commons of England 
he would have been applauded even by opponents ; 
but, alas! in Jamaica his deliverances only in- 
creased the malignity of his detractors, who 
heaped upon him the foulest expressions. I be- 
lieve at this moment, could he have been safely 
despatched to some other land, his absence would 
have been hailed with delight by Mr. Eyre and 
the men who guided His Excellency with their 
mischievous advice. Mr. Gordon had already 
been deprived of numerous Commissions of the 
Peace, which he held in many parishes, and 
treated with unmerited contumely by Mr. Eyre, 
for reporting a state of mismanagement in a 
public department at Morant Bay, which in any 
English county would have received the best 
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consideration. Mr. Gordon’s complaint in some 
manner wounded the feelings of tor Cooke, 
and that gentleman, aided by others, prevailed 
on Mr. Eyre to degrade Mr. Gordon. From that 
day all the troubles of Mr. Gordon may be said 
to have begun. The governor, always a weak 
petulant man in the intricacies of diplomacy, 
was very vindictive in his proceedings; and, 
when he appointed a commission to inquire into 
Mr. Gordon's charges, he unfortunately selected 
the very men who were blameable, and who 
could have given no other decision than they did. 
The humble classes in St. Thomas-in-the-East 
saw plainly what was at work, and they deter- 
mined on supporting their friend. They elected 
him to aseat at the parochial Vestry Board as 
achurchwarden. This step threw Rector Cooke 
into transports of rage, and he appealed to a 
court of law presided over by Judge Cargill, who, 
in ignorance of the law, as it subsequently tran- 
spired, decided that Mr. Gordon, being a Baptist, 
could not be elected as a warden of the Church 
of England. Gordon had been well advised, 
however, and he accordingly insisted on taking 
his seat at the board, where his presence was re- 
quired to check very serious misappropriations of 
the public means. On that memorable day he 
came in contact with his old friend, Baron Ket- 
telholdt, the custos of the parish, who was an 
excellent, good man, but, unfortunately for him, 
he succumbed to the evil guidance of the Cooke 
family, the Rev. Mr. Herschell, and other gentle- 
men, who hated Gordon. Mr. Gordon was 
dragged from the board by the police, and thrust 
aside. The people witnessed all, and they pro- 
tested against the indignities offered to their 
friend. Already the governor, unwisely listening 
to those very men, had degraded Mr. Gordon, 
and now he was being treated harshly for their 
sake. In England a riot would have ensued: 
in Jamaica the negroes walked away, exclaiming, 
* We shall make Massa Gordon put we case be- 
fore Missus Queen in England.’ Whether Mr. 
Gordon did so I cannot say, but, some months 
after, he brought an action against the custos, 
and a jury of selected men gave a verdict for the 
defendant. Mr. Gordon appealed to the four 
judges, and a new trial was granted him; one 
of the judges, in an elaborate judgment, declaring 
that Mr. Gordon had a right to his seat as 
churchwarden, notwithstanding he was a Baptist. 
** A second trial came on, and the jury gave 
the Baron a second verdict, in spite of the charge 
of the excellent Judge, Sir Bryan Edwards. 
“Again Gordon appealed to the combined 
wisdom of the superior court, and again he had 
romise of another trial. But on the 11th of 
ctober came the awful intelligence that the 
peasantry had risen in open riot against the 
superior classes, and killed many of them. The 
startling news appalled the community, and a 
profound sensation of alarm sejzed every person 
in Kingston. Mr. Gordon had been ill, and was 
under medical treatment for many weeks before ; 
and it is known as a fact that he had been un- 
able to travel about his own business in St. John 
and other parishes during the month of Septem- 
ber. It will be an important feature in the trial 
of the unfortunate gentleman by the grossly in- 
competent tribunal at Morant Bay, and there- 
fore I repeat that he was on the 10th of October 
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really sick, and unfitted to undertake a journey 
of forty miles under a Jamaica sun. 

‘I tremble to think of his sad and awful case. 
Thoughts crowd on me, and my heart is moved 
to its depths by the tragic end of the unfortunate 
man. If ever murder, foul deliberate murder, 
was committed under the semblance of law, it 
was done when Mr. Gordon was deprived of life 
at Morant Bay. Death’s programme would have 
been incomplete without his execution ; and when 
Mr. Gordon was seized by Mr. Eyre’s personal 
order in Kingston, and taken on board the Wol- 
verine, men poe their heads, and declared that 
Gordon’s life was not worth a pin, for Mr. Eyre 
was his keeper on board, and a member of the 
executive Committee had declared, that ‘ If wt 
William Gordon had twenty necks, they would 
be broken.’ Mr. Gordon was taken to Morant 
Bay, after Mr. Eyre had visited Port Antonio; 
and no malefactor condemned for the foulest crime 
could have been treated with more cruelty and 
vindictiveness than the unfortunate gentleman. 
He was shackled, and fed on water and biscuits. 
On arriving at Morant Bay, he was literally 
mobbed by the sailors, and his clothes torn from 
his back; his shirt was pulled over his pantaloons, 
and he was jeered and laughed at by officers and 
men of the British Navy. In his prison, a vile 
place, reeking with vermin and filth, he was 
treated like a wild beast, and worried on every 
side. His prayers to heaven were ridiculed, and, 
but for the mercy of that truly good black man, 
Sergeant M‘Kenzie, of the police force, his Bible 
would have been taken from him. The mockery 
of trial came, and two lieutenants of gunboats, 
and a recently commissioned ensign in a West- - 
India regiment, formed the court. Lieutenant 
Brand ought never to have taken his scat at that 
trial, for he had publicly expressed a murderous 
determination concerning Mr. Gordon in Kings- 
ton. Left to three such heads, the fate of the 
unfortunate gentleman was certain: and Mr, 
Eyre’s wishes were gratified. Mr. Gordon was 
condemned to death, and in one hour he was 
called to prepare to meet his God. On the morn- 
ing of his murder there came a black pall over 
the heavens—fitting emblem of the brutal work 
to be done on one of God’s people. A coat was 
procured, and substituted for the blanket with 
which he covered his shoulders, and he was 


led to his grave. Death did not wholly satisfy . 


the bitterness of his enemy’s wrath against him ; 
for, as a fitting example to the people, his body 
was kept suspended for twenty-four hours, 
during a perfect storm of rain, and, unblessed, 
he was thrown into his grave, whore he sleeps in 
peace, far away from his wife and friends.” 


That the character of Mr. Gordon will 
be triumphantly vindicated, I entertain 
not the slightest doubt, Whether the chief 
actors in the tragedy of which he was the 
victim will be made amenable to justice, 
remains to be seen. But that he was foully 
and designedly put away can no longer be 
questioned. Governor Eyre himself in- 
forms us that it was feared Mr. Gordon’s 
capture in Kingston might lead to an im- 
mediate outbreak there, but that he “ did 
not share in this feeling.” The obvious 


‘inference is, that Mr. Eyre might have left 
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Mr. Gordon at liberty in Kingston with 
perfect safety. Instead of which he states 
that he took upon himself the responsibility 
of his capture, that he, as the chief insti- 
gator of all the evil, should not go un- 
unished. In conveying him to Morant 
hy, and handing him over to Brigadier 
General Nelson, his victim’s punishment, 
that is, his death by hanging, was ine- 
vitable. He tells us on what grounds 
he ordered his arrest, namely, a ‘ de- 
position on oath that certain seditious 
printed notices had been sent through 
the post-office, directed in his hand- 
writing to the leaders in the rebellion.” 
The public has now seen that deposition, 
and read the evidence of Elizabeth Gough, 
the deponent; and the *‘ seditious notices” 
prove to be blank forms relating to the 
calling of a public meeting. It must be 
left to the impartial judgment ofa British 
public to decide upon the value of such 
testimony as evidence of treasonable in- 
teutions. It must also be remarked that 
Mr. Gordon might have been kept at 
Morant Bay in safety, and for an indefinite 
period, even after his condemnation; for 
Brigadier General Nelson gives as a reason 
for not executing Gordon immediately 
after he was condemned, that there existed 
*“‘no military reason why the sentence 
should nut be deferred.” If these various 
circumstances do not establish a pre-de- 
termination on the part of Governor Eyre 
and his associates to dispose of a trouble- 
some political opponent, facts are ofno value. 
I would add, in conclusion, that, al- 
though prominence has been given to Mr. 
Gordon’s case, it is not the worst by far. 
Of these I must treat in mynext,—I am, &c. 
27, New Broad-street, E.C. Feb. 3. 





THE BAPTISTS VINDICATED. 
LUTTER XI. 
Tue Baptists have been so vituperated as 
the promoters of disaffection in Jamaica, 
that it may be well they should receive 
their justification at the hands of a member 
of the Church of England. No man is 
better qualified than our correspondent, 
whose letter is appended, to give evidence 
as to the remote causes of the feelings 
which might have led to a real rebellion, 
had the coloured peasantry deserved the 
designation of ‘‘panthers,” instead of being 
the law-abiding and loyal people they are. 
I would respectfuly call Mr. C. Buxton’s at- 
tention to Mr. Clarke’s testimony respect- 
ing the treatment of the coolies. I am 
quite sure, that if the honourable gentle- 
man had been as well acquainted with the 
working of the system of ‘‘immigration,” 
and its numerous abuses, as those are who 
have opposed it, he would scarcely have 
given it an unqualified approval. 
27 New Broad Street. 





ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 73 


Dear Srr,—While deeply deploring the 
hideous massacres of the authorities in the 
Court-house at Morant Bay, and the still 
more hideous massacres of the unarmed 
and helpless inhabitants, I cannot but re- 
joice that this event has brought about 
that change in the Government for which I 
have been praying and waiting during many 
tedious years. I have lived in this island 
during the last eighteen fears, and have 
never had but one’ opinion about its Go- 
vernment, which has been as corrupt, im- 
moral, and oppressive as any which has 
ever existed on the face of the earth. I 
have no patience to read what the Times 
says about the advantages the negroes have 
enjoyed in Jamaica. They have never had 
the slightest voice, direct or indirect, in 
the legislation or governmentof thecountry; 
and the whole influence of the negro-hat- 
ing, slavery-loving oligarchy which has ruled 
us, has been openly and avowedly directed 
to the impoverishing of the negroes, in order 
that they might be able to compel them to 
work at their own rate of wages. This was 
the object of high import duties on the ne- 
cessaries of life, and of coolie immigration, 
which, of my own knowledge, I affirm to 
be a most atrocious form of the slave- 
trade and Slavery, expressly designed to 
lower the wages of the free negroes. 

Governor Eyre prosecuted me in 1862 
for a libel on the Government, and on the 
planters as a body, for saying in the news- 
paper that the coolies were “ clieated, 
starved, flogged, and murdered ;” but be- 
fore the trial came on he withdrew the pros- 
ecution, because “some of my charges 
had been already substantiated.” 

In 1864 I was summoned to the bar of 
the House of Assembly for publicly accus- 
ing the Immigration Committee (before 
which I had been examined) of issuing a 
false report, and of corruption in taking 
the evidence. I travelled 150° miles in 
three days, which in this country is no 
small undertaking, in order to be there in 
time; but, on arriving, I found that they 
had adjourned over the day for which I 
was summoned. I thereupon published a 
letter, announcing my arrival, and my rea- 
diness to prove my charges at the bar of 
the House, and “ chaffing” them with 
their want of good manners in ‘‘ giving me 
a special invitation, and then not stopping 
at home to receive me;” but, on their next 
meeting, when Dr. Bowerbank moved that 
I be brought to the bar, the House re- 
fused to let me appear, on the ground that 
the warrant was spent. I tell you this in 
order to shew how contemptible, as well as 
corrupt, has been the Government of this 
colony. 

I attribute the existing poverty and de- 
moralization among the people of my dis- 
trict, in a great ‘measure to the practice 
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which the estates adopt of moving the ne- 
gro villages periodically, in order to pre- 
vent the labourers from profiting by the 
bread-fruits, cocoa-nuts, and other trees of 
slow growth, which they plant around their 
dwelling. Every village of the estates in 
this district, of 5000 inhabitants, has been 
moved within the last ten years; and, as 
the people have to pull down and rebuild 
their cottages fat their own expense, they 
have got into the way of erecting miserable 
little huts, in which the poor things are 
compelled to live, like pigs in a stye—old 
and young of both sexes sleeping together. 
Great numbers of them have left the estates 
altogether, and bought or rented land in the 
mountains; but as they are there out of 
the reach of all civilizing influences, it is 
not likely they can advance either in wealth 
or morals. Two or three years ago, an 
overseer in this neighbourhood, being dis- 
pleased with a woman in the cane-field, 
who opposed his proposal for a reduction 
of wages, immediately took a team of oxen 
and a lot of men with axes, and went to 
her house, in which lay her husband, a fee- 
ble old man, and, telling him to move out, 
he set the men to work at the posts with 
their axes, then fastened the oxen to the 
corner of the house, and pulled it down. 
It was one of the better kind of houses, 
and had been built entirely by the man 
himself, but on the estate’s land. I con- 
sulted with the Rev. John Clarke, Baptist 
Missionary of Savanna-la-Mar; and we de- 
cided, that as several outrages of this kind 
had recently occurred, we would try if we 
could put a stop to them by an appeal 
to the law. e therefore arenned the 
man to summon the overseer and his asso- 
ciates before the magistrates, and we at- 
tended to watch the case. They were fined 
three pounds — being about four or five 
shillings each—but they at once appealed ; 
and at the next circuit court the decision 
of the magistrates was reversed by the 
judge ; on what grounds I do not know. 

now every labourer living on a sugar 
estate is liable, according to this decison, 
to have his house pulled over his head, 
without a moment’s warning, at the will of 
the overseer. Is it surprising that, under 
such circumstances, en the estates nor 
the labourers can prosper? 

In my attempts to protect the coolies I 
have, on three several occasions, had over- 
seers summoned before the magistrates for 
cruelly flogging them; but in each instance 
justice failed. The last case occurred about 
six months ago, and I wrote an account of 
it to Governor Eyre, through his secretary, 
finishing my letter in these words: “ Mr. 
Garcia (the sub-agent of immigration) then 
told the coolie that he must go back to the 
estate and work as usual. ‘The man said 
he could not go back, as the overseer, after 
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flogging him, throwing all his things out of 
doors, and keeping him locked up a whole 
day without food or water, had threatened 
that if he came to the estate again he would 
bring him up at the St. Paul’s Court, and 
have him sent to Lucea gaol. But under 
the laws of this free and Christian country 
that poor stranger is liable to imprison- 
ment for not being on that estate, and no 
other person can give him employment 
under a heavy penalty: indeed, the mere 
fact of his having complained to me against 
his overseer is a complete bar to his being 
employed on any other estate. So, now, 
as far as the humane laws of this country 
are concerned, that poor man, and his wife 
and two children, must be added to the large 
number of cheated, starved, flogged, and 
murdered coolies, whose blood cries to 
heaven for vengeance on all who had any 
hand in bringing them here. Mr. Garcia 
says he shall make the overseer appear ; 
but I do not intend to take further steps in 
the matter, as my interference only makes 
it worse for the poor sufferers. A long ex- 
perience has taught me that it is impossi- 
ble to get justice in this country for the 
poor, either native or foreign, against an 
overseer. I myself have tried on several 
occasions, and have always failed. I do 
not attach any blame to the Governor on 
this account, because I know, that so long 
as that accursed tyranny, the House of As- 
sembly, is suffered to exist, His Excellency 
is as powerless to protect the oppressed as 
I am. I shall henceforth confine my ap- 

eal to the Supreme Governor, who, I 
anal has both the power and the will ta 
avenge the poor.” 

I now humbly thank God that I havea 
not appealed to Him in vain, and that He 
has stretched forth his hand and scattered, 
as in a moment, that detestable oligarchy, 
which, for full 200 years, has bought, sold, 
flogged, robbed, maimed, tortured, and de- 
bauched the poor black people of Jamaica. 
When the Zimes’ editor describes the blacks 
as a bloodthirsty race, filled with hatred 
of the white man, he not only betrays his 
entire ignorance of them, but he wicked] 
ignores the whole history of Jamaica, bot 
past and present. For every act of lust or 
cruelty committed by blacks on whites, a 
thousand such have been committed by 
whites on blacks. I never heard of an in- 
decent assault by a black man on a white 
woman, even in times of insurrection; but 
can any one in Jamaica say the same of 
white men and black women? The licen- 
tiousness of white men in Jamaica has. 
been, and in many parts is still, as bound- 
less as it is unblushing. Every attempt to 
get a bastardly Bill through the House of 
Assembly has failed, simply because ho- 
nourable members were unwilling to cut 
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stick which they knew would be used to 
flog their own backs. 

The laws as well. as the records of Ja- 
maica are such as should make every honest 
Englishman blush with shame for the sa- 
vage barbarities his countrymen are capa- 
ble of when left to the exercise of their na- 
tural propensities, unrestrained by any fear 
of public opinion or the law. If the Times’ 
editor will consult a little book called 
‘‘ Lights and Shadows of Jamaica,” pub- 
lished by the Honourable Richard Hill, of 
Spanish Town, he will there find authenti- 
cated cases of torture and mutilations per- 
petrated by whites on blacks—not on the 
dead but on the living—not in the heat of 
warfare, but in cold blood, and under the 
sanction of law, such as make those which, 
**it is said,” were perpetrated at Morant 
Bay, sink into insignificance by compari- 
son. Nor are such things only memories 
of the past. The torture and murders com- 
mitted during the last four or five years, 
on the poor coolies, by the ill-usage and 
neglect of the governing class of this colony, 
are as a mountain to a mole-hill, compared 
with those at Morant Bay on the 11th of 
October. 

The negroes are as loyal and peaceable, 
and would be as industrious and virtuous, 
as any people in the world, if they were 
wisely and honestly governed. I have 
lived seven years in my present residence ; 
I have a wife and eight little children; 
there is not another white man within four 
miles of us. We are surrounded by thou- 
sands of those people whom Mr. Radcliffe 
in his infamous letter describes as ‘‘ pan- 
thers,” most of them in deep poverty, and 
yet I often lie down at night without re- 
membering to look whether my doors are 
shut, which is more than the editor of the 
Times would venture to do even in civilized 
England ; and I have never had any thing 
stolen off my premises except on one occa- 
sion, and afterwards found out that the 
culprit was a gaol-bird from a neighbour- 
ing parish. Petty larcenies of growing pro- 
duce have been very frequent of late; but 
this will be the case in any country where 
the bulk of the population are at starvation 
point. I have had a sick club in operation 
among the negroes for the last eleven years, 
and two days ago we held our annual meet- 
ing; and, on examining our accounts, we 
found that in the first ten years the contri- 
butions of the members had amounted to 
1027/., that we had spent 740/. in medical 
attendance and money relief for the sick 
members, and had the balance in the sav- 
ings bank applicable to the payment of 
burial fees. We found, too, that our death- 


rate for ten years had been just one per 
cent. per annum—a fact for those insurance 
companies who fancy the climate of Jamaica 
is unhealthy. After the meeting we all— 





ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER, 75 


that is, I and about 150 “‘ panthers ”—sat 
down to a substantial meal, very tastefully 
spread ; after which we had music and sing- 
ing, and altogether a rather jovial after- 
noon, considering the gloomy times. And 
(although I know the Times would not be- 
lieve it) I felt no more fear of being de- 
voured than did Van Amburgh in the tiger 
cage, or Daniel in the den of lions. 

Not only have the negroes no antipathy 
to the white race, but they have a natural 
respect and liking for them; and although 
they have known white men chiefly as their 
oppressors, I believe they would regard the 
departure of ‘* bukra” from the island as a 
calamity. They have a personal love for 
the Queen, whom they regard as the giver 
of their freedom, and their defender from 
their oppressors. I saw one very ag, 
instance of this at the time of the arriv: 
of the sad intelligence of the death of the 
Prince Consort. Now that Her Majesty 
has assumed the government of this island, 
I believe that peace and prosperity will 
prevail in it; but the change must be com- 
plete if it is to be effective, and there must 
be a clean sweep of Jamaica magistrates as 
well as Jamaica legislators. There is some- 
thing in Slavery which gives so thorough a 
shock to the moral system of all who can 
bring their minds to approve its abomina- 
tions, that they are ever after incapable of 
distinguishing between right and wrong, or 
of exercising any other than despotic power 
where black people are concerned. It was 
a great mistake to leave a country of free 
blacks in the hands of a pro-slavery Go- 
vernment; any reasoning person could have 
foretold the evils which have followed. If 
the Assembly had been abolished in 1834’ 
intead of 1865, the advantages of freedom 
over Slavery, even in the financial aspect, 


would have been long since patent to the. 


world. No Jamaica man must have any 
thing to do with the Government until all 
traces of Slavery have been obliterated. 

I would not be understood to mean that 
negroes are better than English labourers 
would be under like conditions, but they 
certainly are not worse. All men are alike 
bad ; it is only early training and the grace 
of God which makes the difference in any 
of us. I think, however, that the lowest 
class in Jamaica, in some respects, con- 
trasts favourably with the lowest class in 
England; and now that the era of freedom 
is about to be inaugurated in this island, I 
fully expect that its people will rapidly ad- 
vance in wealth and civilization. 

I am, dear sir, yours faithfully, 
Henry CLARKE, 
# Island Curate of Trinity, Westmoreland. 

[If you think this letter will forward the 
cause of truth and justice, I shall be glad 
if you will publish it.—H. C. ] 


—— 
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MORE FACTS ABOUT JAMAICA. 
LETTER XII, 
I see to submit an abridgement of the re- 
mainder of the narrative of our corres- 
pondent the Member of Assembly, from 
whose letter you were kind enough to pub» 
lish a first extract on the 5th current. 

27, New Broad-street, E.C. Feb. 10, 

“The llth of October was a day never to be 
forgotten in Jamaica...... The infuriated 
people pursued their infamous work until the 
night closedin. They struck down innocent men, 
ill-used Mr. Jackson, their devoted friend (whose 
abrupt removal from the parish by Mr. Eyre to 
the neighbouring place, as stipendiary magis- 
trate, had carted such grief to the peasantry 
throughout St. Thomas-in-the-East), and some 
of their besotted followers who had had previous 

uarrels with Mr. Hire, at Amity Hall, mur- 

ered him on the spot, and, it is reported, left his 
son for dead in the house. In keeping with the 
African superstitions which had penetrated the 
mob, the poor Baron's fingers were cut off, the 
wretches declaring that they would write no more 
lies to the Queen. 

«+++. Whydid they allude to lies that had 
been sent to the Queen about them? Mr. Eyre 
had unwisely promulgated a letter which he re- 
ceived from the Colonial Secretary in respect to 
Dr. Underhill’s private communication to him on 
tlie state of the peasantry, iu the form of a Queen’s 
proclamation. For weeks the police were run- 
ning about the island, in towns, villages, hamlets, 
and every nook and corner, circulating these pro- 


lamations. State Church ministers read them 


and preached about them from their pulpits. 
The negro haters revelled in Quashie's disgrace : 
he was reported to have petitioned for money, 
and Her Majesty had ordered him to work like 
the English labourer. The planters rubbed their 
hands, and two of them, in my presence, ex- 
ressed the hope that ‘‘ the brutes’’ would have to 
thankful for 9d. per diem. Dr. Underhill's 
letter to Mr. Cardwell was a perfect blessing to 
some of the newspapers; and there ran through 
the country a wild scream of delight, that at last 
the Governor had been ordered to proclaim to 
Quashie, as advice from the Queen, that he must 
work or starve. A very impulsive act of folly 
was this proclamation of Mr. Eyre’s. It did im- 
mense harm: it irritated the people, and their 
enemies were not slow in assuring the negroes 
that the Queen of England was now against 
them, and they might be put again in the bonds 
of Slavery. A severe drought just about that 
time spread additional dismay, and meetings 
were held throughout the colony. Dr. Under- 
hill’s letter was the topic of conversation wherever 
one went, and some of the planters and others 
ve vent to pungent utterances against the 

, woth The parish of St. David, adjoining St. 
Thomas-in-the-East, had its meeting on the 
* Underhill controversy; and resolutions ex- 
pressive of the doctor's assertions were passed and 
sent up to Mr. Eyre, who manifested his dissent 
from, some of the views promulgated. Kingston 
had its meeting too, and very strongly endorsed 
all the utterances of St. David. Mr. Gordon and 
his followers petitioned \for a meeting in the 
Court-house at Morant Bay, and leave was given 
by the Baron; but, before the day for the meet- 
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ing, he unworthily postponed it to a distant day 
without the consent or knowledge of Mr. Gordon 
and his people. Mr. Gordon, however, when the 
appointed day came, had his triumph ; and then 
the people became thoroughly acquainted with 
the ‘lies’ (so called) that had been written to 
the Queen about them. On that day, too, they 
heard, for the first time, that no less a sum than 
2507. of the collected taxes of the country had 
been scandalously misappropriated by Mr. Eyre 
and his executive Committee (composed of two 
sugar planters and a worthy coffee-grower) and 
given to Baron Ketelhodt to defend himself 
against Mr. Gordon’s action. Then it was that 
‘friend to friend’ told his particular grievance, 
of justice denied him in the petty tribunals, over 
which the magistrate’s assistant, Lawyer Cooke— 
another of the Cookes of the Rectory—exercised 
a most baneful influence ; how wages at 8s. or 9s. 
per week dwindled down to 2s.; how ‘ Bushas’ 
swindled, and attorneys pinched the pay; how 
criminal charges cropped up, and persons were 
dragged to gaol, there to remain for weeks, with- 
out investigation of charges, so soon as wages 
were stoutly demanded and threatened to be sued 
for ; how the Scotch planters swore at negroes in 
‘the Plantain Garden River District,’ and made 
them work on Sunday; how really miserable was 
their case, with increased punishments, less pay, 
and no money in store forthem. ..... 

*No sooner had the news of the outbreak 
reached Mr. Kyre than he called a council of war 
at head-quarters in Kingston, and martial law 
was promptly proclaimed. On the 12th, Mr. 
Eyre left in the Caravelle, for Morant Bay; and 
I am told he visited every post, and made him- 
self thoroughly acquainted with the details of the 
riot. Some days after, and after the ‘ rebellion* 
had been completely ‘headed’ (to use his own 
language), retributive steps followed. There was 
no resistance, and not one single rebel was taken 
in arms; yet Her Majesty's troops, blue jackets, 
and the savage Maroons, were suffered to scour 
the mountain-fastnessness and villages, and to 
shoot down every black person they encountered. 
The deeds of atrocity committed during the Indian 
mutiny, and all the horrors of Cawnpore, dwindle 
into insignificance when compared with the ter- 
rible work of destruction perpetrated by men 
wearing the Queen’s uniform. Over 3000 men, 
women, and children were butchered; and, from 
all accounts, far over 2000 were despatched with- 
out any sort of trial. The soldiers of the West- 
India rs young and inexperienced offi- 
cers, revelled in the work of destruction; and, in 
their march from Port Antonio to Manchioneal 
village, they encountered hordes of people running 
away for safety to the town, and it is known 
that over one hundred and sixty men and women 
were shot down. ‘The soldiers were under little 
or no control on the march, and they sported 
with the lives of the wretched fugitives. At 
Manchioneal, so furious for blood were they, that 
they prayed Captain Ford, of the Volunteers, 
to allow them to shoot a number of trembling 
prisoners, which that gentleman wisely refused; 
and when Captain Ford reached Morant Bay 
with his prisoners, he was curtly asked what he 
had brought them for, and whether he had not a 
sword by his side, When a British officer could 
speak so lightly of human life, what could there 
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be expected from an African soldiery? The 
sacred name of justice, so dear to us, became a 
solemn mockery; and men wept over the fright- 
ful scenes they hourly witnessed, and against 
which they durst not, for their own safety, com- 
plain. Women were exposed and cruelly flogged ; 
many were hanged; and it is reported and be- 
lieved that two of them were hanged while in a 
state of pregnancy. Children at Manchioneal 
had their brains dashed out against stone walls; 
and their panic-stricken mothers, who had sought 
safety in the trees, were ruthlessly shot down. 
Colonel Hobbes has flippantly told his own ex- 

loits at Monklands and Stony Gut; he might 

ave added that hundreds of men were murdered 
without any sort of inquiry ; that innocent men 
were taken from their cottages and coffee-fields 
upon mere suspicion, and, at the instigation of 
certain covetous coffee-planters whose names will 
yet be told, were led to stand as targets before the 
deadly rifles; that at and about Monklands the 
women were brutally insulted, and their hair cut 
off closely, and foul substances were rubbed on 
their heads; that Campbell and old Wilson, two 
respectable property men, were captured and 
tortured with every indignity of conquest; that 
old men and women were not spared at Stony 
Gut, while the entire village and valuable fields 
of provisions and coffee were recklessly consumed 
by fire; that horses belonging to the frightened 
people were seized by men of the 6th Royal and 
taken to New Castle, and subsequently sold for 
mere trifles; that the Maroons, on seeing what 
the British soldiers were doing, rivalled them in 
every conceivable act of spoliation and brutality, 
and —— I cannot pursue the sickening details 
that have reached me. 

*¢ At Morant Bay a terrible work of destruc- 
tion was going on. Who can describe the atro- 
cious barbarities of that monster Ramsay, se- 
lected, it is said, by Mr. Eyre for’the duties of 
Provost-Marshal? My heart sinks at the recol- 
lection of that man’s butcheries. Haman life to 
him was nothing—the Jamentations of the old, 
the piteous cries of the young, and the shrieks 
of women, moved him not. The blood of George 
Marshall and others, sent to their long account, 
cry out from the ground. Without trial, and 
without any form of authority, this man, far 
away from Brigadier-General Nelson, revelled in 
the destruction of human life. Marshall ground 
his teeth from the agony of the cat-o’-nine tails, 
and he was instantly hanged. Mr. Moodie’s 
servant brought him his horse from the country, 
and the poor wretch was murdered on the mere 
suspicion that he was a rebel. Hundreds of 
trembling wretches were wantonly flogged by 
the order of this man Ramsay, who permitted as 
many blue jackets as relished the ‘sport,’ to flog 
each man. And what shall be said of English- 
men who took pleasure in pulling the legs of sus- 
pended bodies, and mocked and jeered at the 
struggles of dying men? What shall we say of men 
uinting spirits under the very gallows? What 
account will these men give to their mothers, their 
wives, and their children, when, by the winters, 
fire, they are asked to tell all they saw and did at 
Morant Bay during martial law? Ramsay’s 
name will be for ever execrated; but how will 
our British sailors acquit themselves of the brutal 
outrages committed on down-trodden humanity ; 
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Ramsay might have hanged forty men to vindi« 
cate the slaughter of Mr. Walton; but what will 
those in authority say to their perturbed con- 
sciences, that the bloody battues took place with- 
out their knowledge? Every man where martial 
law prevails is to be considered as a soldier, sub- 
ject to articles of war; but it is not to be tole- 
rated that the subjects of the Queen, not found 
in arms against their pursuers, shall be flogged 
or hanged just as it suits the pleasure of a 
drunken provost. Hundreds of men were 
*catted,’ ‘to teach them better manners ;’ and 
it has come to my knowledge that Ramsay 
wantonly shot a boy at the * White Horses’on the 
highway, to gratify his drunken whim. . . 

**T trust that, now the British public have 
been aroused to the atrocious misdeeds pe 
trated under the name of martial law, men like 
Ramsay, who rioted in bloodshed, will be made | 
tosufferfortheirdaring, . . . 

‘“* Had there been a proper surveillance over 
the acts of Ramsay many innocent persons 
would have been alive, and hundreds of men 
would have been spared the degradation of the 
lash, Others, again, like the murdered Samuel 
Clarke, of St. David, the opponent of Mr. Custos 
Georges, of that parish, would not have been 
lashed with the cat before being hanged, as he 
was, on the flimsy, worthless evidence which 
consigned him to an ignominious death. Samuel 
Clarke was a thorn in the side of the plantocracy ; 
he was a friend of Georges at one time, but they 
quarrelled, and the labourers sought his pro- 
tection on every occasion when they were 
wronged. Clarke became a marked man; he 
was captured in a district where martial-law did 
not prevail, taken to Morant Bay, flogged the 
day he arrived there by order of Ramsay; and 
some days after, when Georges was able to come 
and give evidence, he was tried, of course con- 
victed, and hanged without even the privilege of 
seeing his family. Will the Government suffer 
this man’s case to go unexplained? Will they 
permit that other case of the man taken from 
the Kingston Penitentiary to Up-park Camp 
and hanged for some idle expressions of bravado 
to pass by? . 

** With Gordon’s murder came the most illegal 
and arbitrary measures in Kingston, where 
martial law did not exist; and such was the 
madness of those entrusted with power, that 
highly-respectable gentlemen, both in Kingston 
and other places, free from the operation of 
military law, were seized on the most flims 
pretexts and taken as prisoners to Up-par 
Camp, within the district of martial law. Dr. 
Bruce, a venerable gentleman, the descendant of 
a Royal race, was lashed to a cart and taken 
from the county of Middlesex to Morant Bay. 
Mr. Levien, an accomplished gentleman, the 
editor of a Cornwall paper, which systematically 
told Mr. Eyre his faults, was captured 130 
miles away from the prescribed limits, and taken 
to Morant Bay, to endure all the horrors so 
graphically described by him in his paper. Mr, 
Crosswell, a German gentleman of excellent 
character and accomplished mind, @ merchant im 
Kingston, was dragged from his family, and 
kept for weeks at Camp, and, after thirty years’ 
residence in Jamaica, ordered to depart from the 
island in fourteen days. . . . No person of 
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liberal politics was safe for an hour in Kingston. 
The press was insulted with threats of annibila- 
tion, and the editors of the Kingston papers 
necessarily became alarmed for their own safety 
when Mr. Levien was kidnapped 130 miles off, 
and taken to Morant Bay. Even now the press 
if shackied, and men of family tremble for the 
safety of mer households. U hoe Ax infamous 
“tecently passed by a slavish Parliament 
ir. Byré might again call ‘his council of three, 
and e the island under martial ‘law, and then 
the hellish saturnalia of blood once more. I 
must continue to mention other names. Nume- 
rous a black men, Henry, Miller, 
Jeffery, Rev. Palmer, Rev. Roach, and many 
others,-were arrested in Kingston, and taken to 
Morant “Bay under no better authority than tiat 
of Mr. Castos, Bowerbank. . . «Dismay 
spread on ‘all sides; the manhood of Kingston 
was crushed out of it by acts of outrageous 
illegality, and no one dared to express pity. 
Spies of the most degraded character were sent 
prowling about; an unnecessary display of muni- 
tions of war, with constant calls for armed men, 
was made, and all business suspended. ‘Ihe 
despair, the horror, and the tears of the people 
attested what their feelings were. On the very 
day Mr. Eyre published his amnesty proclama- 
tion, the outrage on liberty culminated by the 
arrest of Mr. Nathan, attorney-at-law, a mem- 
ber of Assembly for the parish of Portland, and 
@ man of some renown in his profession. 
Bi aeio, He will visit England very soon, 
it is reported, and British philanthropists will 
learn from Mr. Nathan's own lips the terrible 
wrongs done by Mr. Eyre and the wicked men 
who have guided him in Jamaica. Then, perhaps, 
it will be known why, to gain popularity, a riot 
was magnified into rebellion, and how half- 
witted men and Government employés may be 
induced to sign complimentary addresses to a 
Governor who has disgraced the English nation 
by acts of unmitigated cruelty and revenge. Men 
before the Commission of Inquiry will speak out, 
but at present no man dare speak the truth for 
fear of persecution. I, myself, pen these obser- 
vations in fear and trembling, for life is not safe 
so long as Mr. Eyre and his accomplices remain 
ip Jamaica. 


MORE FACTS FROM JAMAICA. 
LETTER XIII. 


Permit me to submit a few additional 
facts relating to the recent events in Ja- 
maica which have reached me by the last 
mail. 

The following letter, from a member of 
the Assembly, whose narrative has been 
already published, is valuable chiefly on 
account of its postscript : 


Kingston, Jamaica, Jan. 24. 

Dear Sir,—I took the liberty of sending you 
by last mail a statement of the main particnlars 
connected with the riots in St. Thomas-ye-East, 
together with some Parliamentary Bills, which | 
hope have reached you. I regret that pressure 
of business, consequent on the opening the Royal 
Commission, as well as the trial of a number of 
prisoners from the scene of the outbreak, will 
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prevent me giving you any further particulars 
by this steamer. | am anxious to prove, as [ 
hope to do, that Mr. Gordon was an excellent man, 
with all his foibles, and that he was sacrificed to 
Mr. Eyre’s hatred and revenge. There seems a 
ray of hope for the down-trodden children of 
Africa now that such gentlemen as Messrs. Gor- 
rie and Payne have been sent out to examine care- 
fully into the facts of the so-called rebellion, and 
I shall do all I can to strengthen their hands. 
Thank God there is still an Anti-Slavery Society ; 
and we have in Jamaica some excellent Mis- 
sionaries, full of hope and courage for the negro 
race. 

P.S.—I shewed Mr. Payne to-day the lace- 
rated back of a black woman who received thirty- 
six lashes. She expects to be a mother this 
month. Her husband was hanged! 

Another correspondent, one of the ‘‘pan- 
ther race,” writing from St. Thomas-in- 
the East, Plantain Garden River District, 
under date of the 7th ult., says : 

I have read Governor Eyre’s despatch to the 
Colonial Secretary. It is choked with exagge- 
rations. The idea of a Governor's despatch 
made up of rumours and not of substantial evi- 
dence! What does he mean by stating ‘ they 
say?” Nottrue that the Rev. Mr. Herschell’s 
tongue was cut out, and that an attempt was 
made to skin him. Not true that Mr. Price was 
ripped open, and his entrails taken out. ‘Not 
true that Lieutenant Hall was roasted alive: he 
was shot dead, and his corpse burnt afterwards. 
Not true that the eyes of the killed were scooped 
out. Not true that the brains of the killed were 
taken out. Not true that it is impracticable to 
obtain a correct list of all the European and 
coloured persons who have been killed and 
wounded, for. a complete list of the killed and 
wounded has been furnished to the proper autho- 
rities. No European nor volunteer is missing. 
All who have been killed are known. The num- 
ber of Europeans killed does not, I believe, ex- 
ceed four—the Custos, Rev. Mr. Herschell, Mr. 
Walton, at Morant Bay, and Mr. Hire, in his 
house, in the River District. This latter gentle- 
man is the only person that has been murdered. 
in the Plantain Garden River District, aud no 
other murders were committed elsewhere Lut at 
the two places, Morant Bay and Amity Hall, 
the estate where Mr. Hire was manager. ... . 

I would beg to call special attention to 
the above enumeration of ‘“ Europeans 
killed,” and especially to the corroboration 
thus indirectly furnished of the statement 
of the correspondent of the Star, that no 
mutilation of the persons killed in the fray 
at Morant Bay took place. Nevertheless, 
one woman, named Judith, was executed 
there on the charge of having ‘‘ripped 
open Mr. Price.” Our correspondent con- 
tinues : 

The atrocities committed by a band of ruthless 
and inhuman wretches are horrifying and sick- 
ening to the soul, and the actors of such wicked- 
ness deserve condign punishment. . . . . . 
“Shoot on,” are our orders, say the black 
soldiers: ** you call us cruel, but I tell you when 
the white soldiers come they will not leave one 
of you.” The foregoing is a common assertion 
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from the black soldiers that I have heard re- 
peatedily, and scores of persons have heard the 
same, that the soldiers had orders to ‘* shoot on,” 
and they did shoot on.” They sacked the houses 
of peaceable, inoffensive, loyal subjects, under the 
pretext that they were searching for property 
hidden by the rioters. Scores of widows’, 
many of them with helpless children, houses, 
furniture, and clothes, all burnt to ashes. I 
have heard of cases where infirm old men and 
women, and others confined to beds of affliction, 
were pulled out of their beds, and thrown as lo 
in their yards, and their clothes, furniture, and 
houses, put to the destructive element — the 
flames. 


The barbarous and inhuman act of destroying 
widows’ and other peaceable subjects’ houses was 
not perpetrated by the soldiers only, but also by 
the Maroons. Both were let loose upon the 
people. They traversed where they pleased, and 
shot whomsoever they suspected to be rebels. . . . 

Sir, Governor Eyre, aided by the planters’ 
press, has told the world what wicked things the 
rioters have committed; but I tell you a truth, 
Sir, it will take months, and the aid of a truthful 
‘‘ ready-writer,” to make known to you and all 
England the injury and evil that Governor Eyre 
has brought upon this country. . . . . Honoured 
Sir, you and a large band of others have been 
long labouring for the good of this country. 
Your labours, however zealous and well directed, 
will scarcely attain the good and wished-for end 
so long as slaveowners are legislators and planters 
magistrates. A master is not the person to make 
laws for the servant, nor is the employer a fit 
judge to try his or his brother planter's case. 

I note one important piece of information that 
should be given to the Colonial Secretary is not 
mentioned in Governor Eyre’s despatch, that is, 
the plan of the plot and of Kingston drawn up 
G. W. Gordon. A rumour went through the 
country, as lightning, that the authorities of 
Kingston had found a plan drawn up by G. W. 
Gordon; that, on the 26th December 1865, 
another St. Bartholomew slaughter should take 
place, Kingston thestarting point of the slaughter, 
when every white and coloured person,irrespective 
of sx and age, to be destroyed, and the country 
left ent rely in the hands of the black population. 
This rumour was accepted as truth, it having 
taken its rise out of the mouths of the authorities 
of Kingston. Everybody then condemned Gor- 
don, and thought hanging too mild a punishment ; 
but now everybody is asking each other where is 
the plan of the plot said to have been so skilfully 
drawn up by Mr. Gordon ; but the instrument can- 
no: be produced. Whether this wonderful docu- 
ment is mislaid by Governor Eyre, or by his 
Exe utive Committee, the public cannot say; but 
the stubborn fact is, the plan seems now to every- 
body to have no existence at all, whilst it is 
clea ly understood to have been a stratagem con- 
cocted by the confederates of Governor Eyre to 
swell the accusations against an innocent man, a 
useful man to his country. .... ° 


The following are extracts from a letter 
from Mrs. Shannon. Mr. Lawrence was 
Mr Gordon’s chief manager, and was one 
of the latest ** victims :” 
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Kingston, Dec. 23, 1865. 


. +. In my last I said but little, for that 
dreadful law was in force; and though I took 
every precaution, by sending my letters through 
my friends, I feared they might be stopped. So 
completely were we gagged, even to express pity 
was a crime visited with flogging. You will 
scarcely believe that a poor man, in bad health, 
who got advice gratis, but not medicine, and went 
regularly to Mr. Gordon for money to pay for it, 
just said, ** Poor Mr. Gordon! Many that he 
used to give bread to now turn against him,” was 
ordered to the camp to get fifty lashes. He was 
taken, but I know not if he received the stripes ; 
but he was not in a state to survive half that 
amount. ..... Many persons have suffered 
severely, in loss of time and property, through 
the late outbreak, who are little able to bear it. 
Some have had their houses burnt, and others all 
their furniture and clothes destroyed, chiefly by 
the troops. They drove all the cattle off a pro- 
perty of mine, and then set fire tothe house. The 
cattle 1 have got back, but every thing else is de- 
stroyed..... As to poor Lawrence, he was 
another victim, and has left a widow and two 
children, and an old widowed mother, who were 
dependent on him. 


The case of Samuel Clarke, referred to 
in a correspondent’s previous letter, is 
even worse than that of Mr. Gordon. Let 
the particulars speak for themselves : 


CasE OF SAMUEL CLARKE. 


Mr. Samuel Clarke a black man, about forty 
years old, and a proprietor of the parish of 
St. David, had been for a long time the political 
supporter of Mr. Gordon. Over this parish the 
Hon. Mr. W. P. Georges presided as Custos Ro- 
tuloram. Grievances that no farmer in Europe 
would quietly submit to, Mr. Clarke was sub- 
jected to by the Custos. The Custos’s cattle 
were allowed to run loose over the provision fields, 
and other fields, of not only Mr. Samuel Clarke, 
but also of his brother: the latter went to law 
with the Custos. A feeling of bitter hatred at 
once sprang up, and Mr, Clarke was marked out 
as aman that ought to be got rid of: he was 
politically troublesome to the Custos, and hence 
the desire for his removal, no matter what means 
were adopted to effect this. Mr. Samuel Clarke 
was in Kingston making purchases when the riot 
in St. Thomas-ye-East took place, and when 
martial law was proclaimed. Suspicions were 
entertained against him, and a warrant was 
issued for his apprehension, Clarke heard it, 
and at once gave himself up to the authorities, 
conscious of his entire innoceace. He was at once 
sent to Morant Bay. ‘Twenty minuies or so after 
his arrival, without any order from any court- 
martial, he was catted (twelve lashes), together 
with Mr. Goldson, ex-sergeant of police. A day 
or two after he was placed before a military 
court-martial and tried. ‘I'he evidence adduced 
against this unfortunate innocent man was simply 
thus: Mr. M‘Lean swore that Mr. Ciarke, some 
eight or nine years ago, was the cause of the 
murder of his (M‘Lean’s) father at an election at 
St. David. Next, Mr. Georges (the Custos) 


swore that Clarke was exceelingly troublesome 
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to him in the parish over which he presided, and 
that he was an insurrectionist, and that Clarke 
was heard to say, that if the wrongs that had 
existed in St. Thomas-in-the-East continued to 
exist the parish would one day or other flow in 
blood. Mr. Toucher, a young man subjected to 
fits (no accredited reporter), swore that he at- 
tended a public meeting in Kingston, called for 
the purpose of considering Dr. Underhill’s letter, 
and at that meeting Mr. Clarke condemned the 
Government, and spoke in inflammatory tones. 
Upon such evidence poor Clarke was hanged the 
same evening. 


Here is another case out of many. I 
condense it from the poor fellow’s petition 
to Governor Eyre : 


CASE OF F. KELLERMAN. 


On the 20th October, petitioner, Francis 
Kellerman, arrested by authority; taken to 
Kingston barracks; placed in the cell; all day 
and night without food. Taken to camp on 2Ist. 
Informed by commanding-officer that there was 
no charge against him. Handed over to Pro- 
vost-Sergeant, who immediately disfigured him 
by shaving his head. Locked up in cell with one 
**rebel.” At four, same day, removed by mili- 
tary to the Arsenal Wharf, and tied up with 
rope by sailors. Arrived at Port Royal; was 
put on board H.M.S. Aboukir; taken down to 
second deck, and put in irons for several days. 
When nature needed, a rope placed round peti- 
tioner’s neck, and he led out by a sailor or marine. 
Remained here many days, conscious of having 
had no hand in the rebellion, nor having enter- 
tained knowledge of such. On 2nd of November 
removed to Morant Bay, by the Cordelia. On 
arrival, was informed he was to be hanged. 
Petitioner's mind harassed by being compelled 
every day to go out and witness the executions. 
On the 14th November, petitioner sent away by 
order of authorities, no charge being made against 
him. Petitioner sick and lamed by confinement 
in irons. Had to walk thirty-one miles to Kings- 
ton without food. Found family suffering from 
want. Eldest daughter had been dismissed from 
situation on account of petitioner’s disgrace. 
Petitioner’s workshop, during absence, purloined, 
and articles connected with his business destroyed 
by some person unknown. Petitioner now un- 
able to perform manual labour. Petitioner prays 
for relief and redress. 


On the 8th December, Mr. Edward 
Jordan, the Governor’s Secretary, replied 
to the petitioner as follows : 


No. 2173. Governor's Secretary’s Office, 
8th December 1865. 
Srr,—I am directed by His Excellency the 
Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
= of the 2nd inst., and to inform you that 
e has no power or means of granting redress, 
or, indeed, does he know what are the grounds 
of accusation against you. 


1 have, &c., 
(Signed) Epwakp Jorpan, Gov. Sec. 
Mr. Francis Kellerman. 
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CASE OF DR. BRUCE, 


The case of Dr. Bruce is set forth in a 
letter from Miss Bruce to Mrs. Gordon, 
which, as it is very brief, may also be left 
to tell its own tale : 


Kingston, December 23, 1865. 


My pEAR Mrs. Gorpoy,—I am most re- 
luctant to trespass on you while you are so 
deeply afflicted, but pardon me, and bestow one 
thought on poor Doctor Bruce. You know how 
the Sivaeen had him arrested in his house in 
Vere, seventy-two miles from Morant Bay, where 
there were no signs of a rebellious spirit among 
the peasantry, and no martial law existed. Vere 
has ever been the most settled of our parishes, 
and Dr. Bruce has lived in it about thirty-four 
years. He is sixty-two years of age, and is 
troubled with a heart affection. His hands were 
confined in irons, and he was lashed in his 
chaise, and then made to travel to Spanish 
Town, at which place a black woman took him a 
cup of tea; but the cruel volunteers who arrested 
him and ded him would not allow the woman 
to give it ‘to him. He was imprisoned from 
23rd October last; and when Dr. Gerrard sent 
to let the Governor know Dr. Bruce must die, 
were he not instantly removed from that dreadful 
place, Morant Bay, he was released on the 20th 
inst, on bail. r. Levien saved him (undor 
God) from death, by giving him some of his daily 
food, as Mr. Levien had money with him, Poor 
Dr. Bruce! owing to a revengeful spirit on the 
part of an enemy of his, he has been made to 
suffer more than language can express; and 
what has he said or done? Oh! the Governor 
can’t go on his knees and tell the Saviour he has 
been JusT..... Exiza M. Bruce. 


I have received by the last mail a letter 
from Dr. Bruce himself, who is awaiti 
trial. He says he is ruined in body an 
spirits, and reduced to poverty, so that he 
must ap to his relations in England to 
provide him with funds to come over. 

The following letter from an official is 
extremely instructive as an exposition of 
the manner in which the planters deal 
with the “panthers.” I venture to recom- 
mend its perusal to those who assert that 
the Jamaica labourers have nothing to 
complain of, and that the laws are justly 
administered ; but I ask what would be 
the result of such “justice” in our agri- 
cultural districts ? 


It is quite untrue that any dissatisfaction pre- 
vails in any other parish than St. Thomas-in-the- 
East, and that was only a local riot, arising 
chiefly from non-payment of wages, and from 
the amount of injustice done the labouring popu- 
lation in the lower courts. ‘These courts are 
generally presided over by planters as magis- 
trates. In St. Mary’s almost every overseer is 
a justice of the peace, and they manage to sit 
and try each other’s case. For instance, A., B., 
and C., who are justices of the peace, all planters, 
have cases in the petty court. A.and B. sit and 
try C.’s case. The same is dismissed. B. leaves 
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the bench, and C, takes his place, and tries B.’s 
case, and soon. It does not matter what evi- 
dence is adduced—case is dismissed. The poor 
labourer is muleted of his costs. No one can 
describe the amount of injustice done them. 
There is a property in the Bagnold district of the 
parish, Lambkin Hill, belonging to the estate of 
the late George Geddes. Elis executor, William 
Carr, of Riversdale, in the parish of St. Thomas- 
in-the-Vale, owed the labourers six, and some 
seven weeks’ wages. He would not pay. The 
labourers went to the expense of suing him under 
the (Jamaica Statute) Petty Debts Act, 19 Vic. 
¢c. 37, and after they had paid the collector of 
petty debts fees, &c., the cases were called on for 
trial. The justices would not try these cases 
(they did not say they would not try them 
directly), but they managed on every court day, 
when these cases were called, to direct the trial 
of the criminal cases first, and after they would 
leave the bench, stating it was too late to take 
them. And thus for months the unfortunate 
labourers could not get a trialor hearing. Dur- 
ing the several postponements the estate was sold 
to a merchant, Mr. A. Da Cordova, and the poor 
labourers, robbed out of their just earnings, be- 
cause the Petty Debts Act only made the property 
of the testator liable for the debt. Mr. Carr's 
own property could not be levied on; and all the 
property, real and personal, of Mr. Geddes was 
sold. There was very little use for the labourers 
to take judgment; and thus, up to this day, the 
cases were not tried, nor have they received the 
amount. The defence set up by Mr. Carr (the 
attorney of George Geddes) was that he had com- 
promised the cases by paying the labourers one- 
third of what was due to them in full satisfaction. 
These are facts you can rely on. .... 

There is another grievance in St. Mary, which 
is hard. Since the district prison was established, 
every prisoner now tried at the petty courts for 
abusive language, or for common assault, is 
fined, and, in default of payment, is sent into 
that prison, some without a fine being inflicted. 
Their heads and beards are shaved, and the poor 
victims are sent to work out on the public roads 
with felons, and made to draw carts like beasts 
< burthen. No chaplain visits on the Lord’s- 

ay. 


Our correspondent was one of the vic- 
tims of ‘‘ martial law.” He continues: 


CASE OF WILLIAM SILVERA, 

Now to my own case. I have been connected 
with the office of the deputy-marshal for several 
parishes for nearly five-and-twenty years, and 
the collector of petty debts for St. Mary for six- 
teen years. I have filled other offices under 
Government. On the 11th November, 1865, I 
left my house to attend my public duties as 
deputy-marshal, when the sergeant of police, 
G, W. Kildare, and another policeman, came up 
to me and said, ** Mr. Silvera, I am authorised 
to arrest you.” “ Arrest me!” I said; “ for what?” 
“IT cannot say,” said the sergeant; “but I am 
directed by his honour the Custos, from orders 
received from His Excellency the Governor.” 
I was immediately taken to the St. Mary's dis- 
trict prison, and thrust in among felons, without 
knowing for what cause, although I repeatedly 
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made application: the only information fwas, 
“I do not know; but you are ordered to be de- 
tained here.” A policeman was placed over me 
day and night: no person was allowed to visit 
or communicate with me but my wife, not even 
a minister of religion. Although I repeatedly 
requested to be seen by the Rev. T. Smith, who 
might have given me some spiritual consolation, 
I was bluntly refused. After being kept there 
six weeks I moved for a writ of habeas corpus, 
through my cousin..... I believe I was 
arrested for saying (I will here state the words 
used), ‘* that I do not believe that G. W. Gordon 
told the people of St. Thomas-in-the-East to 
kill any one; and that I will not believe him to 
be guilty until I read the evidence on which he 
was tried and convicted; and I would to God 
that there were eight or ten more like G. W. 
Gordon in the House of Assembly.” For saying 
this I was arrested, placed in a felons’ prison, 
sentry placed over me day and night, debarred 
of all communication, even with a minister of 
the Gospel, my poor wife and children taunted 
with that I must be either hung or flogged, &c., 
&e. If I did not manage to sacrifice property 
to realise 30/., to obtain the writ of habeas corpus, 
I must have remained to rot in prison for what 
the authorities cared. Up to this present time 
all my letters, papers, distress-warrants, &c., 
have been detained from me by the Government, 
although no seditious articles can be found 
among them. It is not safe to write through 
the post-office, as jall letters to you and Dr. 
Underhill are opened and searched; so I send 
you this through a friend, who will hand it to 
you. You are at liberty to make whatever use 
you like of this letter. 
(Signed) Ww. SILVERA. 

It has been denied that indiscriminate 
flogging of women took place. Neverthe- 
less the allegation seems to rest upon suffi- 
cient evidence. Apart from the particular 
case mentioned above, the following ap- 
pears in the Lyons’ Shipping and Commer- 
cial Newspaper, of the 19th ult., published 
at Montego Bay : 

While the courts-martial were being conducted 
at Port Antonio, Manchioneal, and Morant Bay, 
one of the Justices of the Peace, named Christie 
Codrington, and his brother, James Codrington 
(not a magistrate), unitedly took upon them- 
selves to flog the women in the country districts 
most shamefully ; many mothers and daughters 
have been catted by these two men unmerci- 
fully, without permission from head-quarters* 
Their small stock and provisions were taken and 
carried to the Codrington’s property. 

And the same authority, of the same 
date, corroborating what was originally 
stated in the Jamaica Colonial Standard, 
Says : 

Before any trials had taken place under mar- 
tial law in the district, the road from Man- 
chioneal to Long Bay, a distance of seven miles, 
was strewed with dead bodies. 

Mr. Levien, in his on narrative, to 
be found in the County Union of the 5th 
inst., adverting to the atrocities committed 
during martial law, says : 


” 
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We who have a keen recollection of the re- 
bellion of 1831 can safely aver that even then, 
when the battle was for freedom, no such horrors 
as at Morant Bay were known to Jamaica. No 
road for eight miles was impassable by reason of 
dead bodies. 


Whether an accurate return of those 
slain ‘‘by authority” will ever be ob- 
tained, time alone will shew; but as an 
attempt is now being made to produce the 
impression that the number did not ex- 
ceed 500, I beg to submit another extract 
from a letter, written by a gentleman so 
well known, that if I durst give his name 
his mere statement would be received un- 
hesitatingly. He says: 

I am in a condition to inform you, from pri- 
vate but authentic sources, that an acknow- 
ledgment was made by a military man, who was 
actively engaged at Morant Bay from first to 
last, aud who knew more on the subject than 
any one else, that 2400 were shot or hung, irre- 
spective of the numbers destroyed in the woods, 
and which 1 have heard repeatedly estimated at 
above 1000 more. 


It is greatly to be apprehended, Sir, that 
with every succeeding mail we shall receive 
evidence of atrocities committed that will 
make the stoutest heart sick. Twelve of 
the crew of the Wolverine are accused by 
an eyewitness of having perpetrated during 
two days, upon the person of a Mrs. Hen- 
derson, a Methodist class-leader, a series 
of the foulest outrages ; but the witness’s 
tongue was sealed. A highly-esteemed 
correspondent also writes me by the last 
mail that a woman was hung in that ‘‘ Gol- 
gotha,” who, in the midst of her death- 
struggles, became a mother. 

The latest item of intelligence I have re- 
ceived is, that a Mr. Lynch, the brother-in- 
law of Provost-Marshal Ramsay, has been 
appointed solicitor to the Royal Commis- 
sion. 


27, New Broad Street, February 14. 








THE JAMAICA MAROONS. 


Tue employment of the Maroons during 
the recent troubles in Jamaica having di- 
rected attention to this class of the island 
population, and several different state- 
ments concerning them having found their 
way into the public papers, we think it 
may be useful to furnish the Hon. R. Hill’s 
summary of their history. Mr. Hill isa 
distinguished writer, and a gentleman of 
high literary and scientific attainments. 
The Maroons were the negrces who 
were left in the mountains of the country 
after the conquest of 1665, when Penn and 
Venables forced the Spaniards to evacuate 
and make way to British rule. The cor- 
rect name for these people is Cimarrones, 
(corrupted into Maroons) which means a 





[MaRcH 1, 1866. 


‘wild people ;’ the word is so used in Cuba 
and the Old Spanish South-American 
States. 

At the time that Colonel Guthrie under- 
took their pacification, in 1738, Cudjoe, a 
fugitive slave, had united all the wanderers 
in the forest under the old Spanish name 
of Cimarrones or Maroons. eir depre- 
dations on the inland plantations had been 
checked by a line of forts and barracks, 
with bodies of rangers scouring the tra- 
versible wood from time to time with 
trained dogs. The original Maroons—the 
negroes who had held the fastnesses of the 
interior from after the expulsion of the 
Spaniards—was the tree on which the fac- 
titious grafts of the runaways had esta- 
blished themselves. The old stock had 
been absorbed by the new growth, and the 
primitive trunk was lost in the clinging 
parasites. The Maroon settlements were 
in the eastern and midland mountains. 
They were severally distinguished. Amongst 
the names were the Cottawoods and the 
Malagascas. The Cottawoods were known 
to be of Spanish origin, and the Malagascas, 
who were of an uncertain stock, were ob- 
viously Spanish, taking a designation from 
Malaga. The strength of the men con- 
solidated under Cudjoe—the famous chief 
of 1730—were a body of Coramantees, 
first gathered from a rebellion that had 
occurred in 1690, and afterwards augmented 
by runaways of the same nation. The 
camp of these fugitives was in the peculiar 
mountain hollows called cockpits, a line 
of precipitous valleys in the centre of the 
island, united by narrow defiles, that 
linked them in intricate labyrinths, unas- 
sailable, as hiding-places. The Maroons, 
from the administration of Sir William 
Beeston in 1702, carried on their warfare 
for thirty-seven years, by skirmishing into 
and out of these cliff-bound galleries, shift- 
ing from one vale to another with such 
rapidity that there was no tracking them 
through their attacks and retreats. Col. 
John Guthrie, during the administration 
of Sir Edward Trelawny in 1739, merits 
the record on his tomb, still existing at 
Cross Paths in Westmoreland, as the man 
+whose courage, conduct, and perseverance 
effected the reduction of the rebel negroes,’ 
and ‘to whom the living owed their quiet 
peace, and safety.’ When he penetrated 
these mazes, and effected, by address and 
confidence, the submission which menaces 
could not extort, it was evident that no 
garrison could over-awe or keep in restraint 
the hordes that occupied them. Nothing 
was more obvious than that of rendering 
them subservient by treaty to policy pur- 
poses in the forest. From this time the 
Maroons were organized as a body of fen- 





cibles, moving between the stations called 
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Maroons Towns as a mountain police, to 
bring in runaways. 

The Trelawny Town Maroons under 
Cudjoe gave in immediately their adhesion 
to the Government on condition that they 
should remain a separate municipality, 
wholly under officers of their own body, 
save only in respect of the resident Super- 
intendent, who should be a European 
stranger. The Accompon Maroons of St. 
Elizabeth, the Scott’s Hall Maroons of the 
eastern mountains, accepted the same pa- 
cification. From that time to 1795 nothing 
occurred to impeach their fidelity. 

During the administration of the Earl of 
Balcarras, the rebellion of the Trelawny 
Town Maroons in 1795—the most formid- 
able menance to the tranquillity of the 
country, antecedent to the insurrection of 
1830—was only brought to an end by the 
dreaded preparation for hunting down the 
revolters with dogs, under the guidance of 
Chasseurs from Cuba. The traditions of 
the old ‘Dogs’ Wars,’ as they called the 
old time chevies for runaways, whatever 
might have been the brutality of them, 
would hardly have frightened the rebels 
into terms. An accident, however, shewed 
that now, by the aid of fiercer dogs than 
those of old, they might be exterminated. 
One of the hounds had been unmuzzled by 
his chasseur master to allow him to drink. 
A woman, a sutler of the camp, who was 
then preparing a mess for the escort, me- 
naced the dog off with a stick as he pressed 
near her. Instantly the dog seized her by 
the throat, and so tore her, that she died, 
the dog being disengaged from his hold only 
by cutting off his head. Some similar 
ferocious doings of the dogs excited such a 
panic, that terms were asked, and the war 
ended in the deportation of the revolted 
Maroons, and they are the nucleus of the 
colony of Sierra Leone. 








PARLIAMENTARY RECORD. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
(Tuesday, February 6th.) 

JAMAICA, 


AFTER the formal opening of the new Parliament 
by Her Majesty, 

Lord NoRMANBY rose to move the address in 
reply to Her Majesty, and, referring to the 
question of Jamaica, his lordship said, that while 
he felt sure that the Commission sent out by the 
Government would make a searching and im- 
partial inquiry, still he could not refrain from 
expressing an opinion that Governor Eyre must 
have acted on very much better evidence of the 
existence of a plot than any which had yet 
reached this country; while, on the other hand, 
it was certain that the tales of severities com- 
mitted on the blacks had been immensely exag- 
gerated. 
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Lord Morey, while declining to express a 
definite opinion on the recent events in Jamaica, 
still could not help regretting that a numerous 
class in this country had, on the most insufficient 
evidence, prejudged the whole question, and, 
without waiting for his defence, virtually con- 
demned Governor Eyre. 

Lord Dersy took strong exception to the con- 
duct of the Government to Mr. Kyre, which, he 
contended, was not only unjust and ungenerous 
in the highest degree, but imprudent to the 
colony, both as regarded its white and black 
population. Such a course would never have 
been pursued had Lord Palmerston been alive, 
for if that great statesmar had an error it was 
an error on the bolder and nobler side of defend- 
ing his subordinates to the very last. What the 
Government had now done was to send out a 
roving Commission, that had no real power be- 
yond that of picking up the gossip of the island, 
and collecting irresponsible evidence on which 
Mr. Eyre might be tried for his life. 

Lord Russett vindicated the course taken by 
the Government on the Jamaica question. In 
their opinion a Commission of Inquiry was abso- 
lutely necessary, and for that Commission to 
execute its labours fairly it was necessary, for 
the time being, to suspend the Government 
functions of Mr. Eyre. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
(Tuesday, February 6th.) 
JAMAICA. 

Lord CavenpisH, in moving the adoption 
of the address, quoted from a despatch of 
Sir C. Darling to shew that the outbreak in 
Jamaica must have been totally unexpected, and 
expressed his opinion that when it broke out all 
the white inhabitants believed it to be part of a 
general design, and that nothing but severe 
measures would prevent Jamaica from becoming 
a second Hayti. He contended that ministers 
could have taken no other course than that 
which they had taken in justice to Mr. Eyre and 
to the honour of England, and that no slur was 
thereby cast on the Governor. 

Mr. GrauaX, in speaking of the Jamaica out- 
break, urged that justice should be done without 
passion or partiality. 


( Wednesday, 7th February.) 
CORRESPONDENCE ON THE REMOVAL OF 
G. W. GORDON. 

On the motion of Mr. T. Porrer, copies were 
ordered of the correspondence relating to the re- 
moval of Mr. G. W. Gordon from the magis- 
tracy in Jamaica, and the circumstances con- 
nected with the Morant-Bay lock-up case. 


(Friday, 9th February.) 
THE JAMAICA RIOTS. 

Sir Jonn Paxinaton protested against the 
premature judgment which had been passed, 
with imperfect information, by a portion of the 
press and at public meetings, on the conduct of 
our officers during the outbreak in Jamaica, and 
especially censured what he called the grossly 
unjust language used by Mr. Bright in his 
Rochdale and Blackburn speeches. ‘hough the 
Government, yielding to pressure from without, 
might have been rather in a hurry in appointing 
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the Commission, he allowed that, sooner or later, 
they must have taken that course, and he 
approved entirely the composition of that Com- 
mission. 

Mr. Bricut reminded Sir J. Pakington that 
at the time he had made the speeches he com- 
plained of, writers and speakers of his party were 
expressing approval of Governor I’yre’s conduct, 
He denied that he had pre-judged the Governor : 
he had formed his opinion of these transactions 
entirely from the Governor’s own despatch, and 
no evidence since received had lessened the 
—_ of the charge. Instead of censuring the 

lonial Office for being premature in appointing 
the Commission, he was inclined to think they 
had delayed it longer than was necessary. He 
expressed himself thoroughly satisfied that a full 
inquiry would be made, and that justice would 
be ultimately done; and, with regard to the pas- 

es from his speeches quoted by Sir John 
Pakington, he asserted, with much earnestness, 
that he had nothing to retract, and that there 
were none of his public speeches to which he de- 
sired more unreservedly to adhere. 

Mr. Marsu bore testimony to the uniform 
pores which Governor Eyre had always 

own for the native races with which he had 
come into contact. 

Mr. CARDWELL denied that the Government, 
in appointing the Commission, had been influenced 
by any external pressure ; and with regard to the 
general merits of the question, he excused him- 
self from pronouncing any opinion, as it was 
the duty of the Government to wait for complete 
information before forming their judgment. 


(Thursday, 15th February.) 
THE JAMAICA GOVERNMENT BILL. 


Mr. CarpweE.t asked for leave to introduce a 
Bill to make provision for the Government of 
Jamaica, and explained that its scope was to 
ratify the measure which the Legislature of 
Jamaica had passed, substituting for the present 
Government a form of Government similar to 
that which prevailed in Trinidad. ‘The operation 
of the Bill would be limited to three years, which 
would enable the House to obtain more complete 
information as to the state of the colony than it 
yet possesses, and also to judge of the effect of 
the measures which might be taken for the im- 
provement of the colony. At the end of that 

riod Parliament would have either to make the 

ill perpetual, or to provide some other form of 
Government. 

After a short discussion, leave was given to 
introduce the Bill, which was read a first time. 


( Thursday, 22nd February.) 
THE TRIAL OF G. W. GORDON. 

Mr. CarpweE Lt said, in answer to Mr. Buxton, 
he had not received an official report of the pro- 
ceedings at Mr. Gordon’s trial, and he had no 
means of knowing whether the report published 
in this country was authentic or not.” 
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EDITORIAL. 

WE find so much over-matter on hand that 
we are compelled to leave out several 
articles we were anxious to introduce into 
the present Number. The alternative of a 
Supplement involved too great a delay to 
permit us to adopt it, and we therefore 
trust to the kind indulgence of our readers 
to accept this explanation as an apology. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO FRIENDS 
AND SUBSCRIBERS. 

Ir is our custom, at this time of the year 
to remind our supporters that their Annu 
Contributions to the funds of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society fall due 
on the Ist of January. We issued, in our 
last number, our usual notice, which we 
would seek, on the present occasion, to 
render urgent, in view of the large ex- 
penditure entailed upon us in consequence 
of the action we felt it to be our duty to 
take in relation to the terrible events in 
Jamaica. 

Without assuming undue credit for the 
great change which has been effected in 
public opinion—by what agency soever 
alleged to have been brought about—we 
may dwell a moment on the fact, that we 
were the first to direct public attention to 
certain facts which have since become most 
pa features in the discussions that 

ave taken place ; that if the agitation we 
rejoice in having promoted, and which 
culminated in the unprecedently large and 
influential deputation to Ministers, on the 
9th of December, did not stimulate their 
sense of justice, to institute inquiry and 
to suspend Governor Eyre, it cannot be 
truthfully denied that it strengthened their 
hands; and we may add, that its continua- 
tion—if found necessary—will greatly en- 
courage them in the right course. 

With respect to the inquiry now pro- 
ceeding under the Royal Commission, we 
felt that its success, for the ends of justice, 
would materially depend upon the vigilance 
of those who are interested for the negro 
side of the case, and that, in addition to 
the Special Commission issued by the 
Society of Friends—so admirably repre- 
sented by Thomas Harvey and William 
Brewin—it was of vital importance to send 
out a Special Correspondent, who should 
also be competent to assist the legal gen- 
tlemen representing the Jamaica Committee. 
Our choice fell upon Mr. Willian Morgan, 
Solicitor, and formerly Town Clerk of Bire 
mingham, but we found our finances would 
not permit us to incur the bare expenses of 
even so valuable a coadjutor. Fortunately, 
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though at the eleventh hour, we were 
encouraged to proceed, by some’ few offers 
of pecuniary support towards the indis- 
pensable preliminary expenses, and we have 
the gratification of announcing that Mr. 
Morgan sailed by the ‘‘La Plata,” on the 
17th ult., with his friends Messrs. Harvey 
and Brewin. We shall probably feel it ne- 
cessary to give, in the form of tracts and 
papers, the widest circulation to the infor- 
thation he may send us, so that further and 
heavy demands upon our resources will in- 
evitably be made. To meet them, and the 
requisite expenses of Mr. Morgan’s mis- 
sion, we feel under the necessity of urging 
our supporters, not only to forward their 
own annual contributions, without delay, 
but to promote additional subscriptions 
and donations to our funds, specially for the 
object above stated. 

All subscribers to the amount of Ten 
Shillings annually are entitled to receive, 
post-free, a copy of the Anti-Slavery Re- 
porter, and of any tract or pamphlet issued 
by the Society. To non-subscribers, the 
Reporter is sent on payment of Four 
Shillings in advance, eommencing on the 
Ist of January. Payments should be made 
to the Secretary, L. A. Chamerovzow, either 
in stamps or by Post-oftice Order, made 
payable at the Post-office, Bishopsgate 
Street, E.C., London. 

We were gratified to be able to publish 
in our last a preliminary list of ‘‘ Special 
Subscriptions for the Jamaica Matter,” 
which were mainly due to the spontaneous 
generosity of the friends whose names are 
appended. We have now to add the fol- 
lowing : 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS SINCE OUR LAST. 

(For W. Morgan’s Mission.) 
DON. 


Edward Smith, Esq., Sheffield - £50 0 0 
(For the Jamaica Matter, general.) 
Elizabeth Charleton, Bristol . M 0 
Preston Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society, 
perS.Clemesha . . . ». » - 3 0 0 
Joseph Davis, Bristol . . . . . 2 0 0 
Henry Fox, Reading «. . « » « 1 0 (0 
Mary Foster, Truro. . »« »- »« « 1 0 0 
John Green, Suttom. . .. 100 


MR. CARDWELL AND THE ANTI- 
SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

On the 16th ult., the following Memorial, 

adopted at a special meeting of the Com- 

mittee of the British and Foreign Anti- 

Slavery Society was forwarded to Mr. Card- 

well, with a letter expressing the anxiety 

of the Committee, that if Mr. Cardwell saw 
proper to do so, a copy should go oui to 

Sir H. Storks by the mail of that day. 

MEMORIAL. 

To tHe Ricut Hon. E. Carpwet1t, Her 
Masesty’s SecRETARY OF STATE FOR 
THE COLONIES. 

‘**Str,—It is with extreme reluctance the 
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Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society venture to trespass upon 
your time; but they feel impelled to call 
your attention to certain circumstances in 
connection with the Royal Commission of 
Inquiry in Jamaica, which appear to them 
calculated seriously to threaten the im- 
partiality of its proceedings. 

**The appointment of Captain Hunt— 
late aide-de-camp to Governor Eyre—as 
Military Secretary to Sir Henry Storks, 
seemed to your memorialists open to grave 
objection ; but the last mail brings the in- 
telligence that a Mr. Lynch has been 
selected to fulfil the office of solicitor to the 
Royal Commission. This Mr. Lynch is 
the brother-in-law of Mr. Ramsay, who 
exercised the functions of Provost-Marshal 
during the prevalence of martial law, and 
is represented to have been chiefly respon- 
sible for the indiscriminate floggings and 
hangings, without trial, whiclt took place 
at Morant Bay. 

‘*The Committee respectfully submit 
that Mr. Lynch’s family connexion with 
Mr. Ramsay would seem to render him a 
most unsuitable person to hold an office so 
important as that of solicitor to the Royal 
Commission, an officer upon whom devolves 
the duty of preparing the evidence to be 
laid before it, 

** The Committee would also submit that 
the Executive Committee—namely, the 
Hon. Messrs. Westmoreland and Hosack, 
and Dr. Hamilton, who acted under Go- 
vernor Eyre, continue in power, although 
deeply implicated in the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings which took place under martial law. 

“ It is obvious that, with the late Go- 
vernor’s aide-de-camp acting as the present 
Governor’s military Secretary ; with Mr. 
Lynch, the ex-Provost-Marshal’s brother- 
in-law, as solicitor to the Royal Com- 
mission; and with the Executive Com- 
mittee of the late Governor in the full 
exercise of that almost absolute authority 
which they possessed under his rule, and 
having at command the funds of the island, 
a combination exists which there is great 
danger may be employed to defeat the 
objects of the Commission, and appears to 
deprive it of that character of impartiality 
which the Committee are sure Her Majesty’s 
Government desire it should possess. 

‘* The Committee suggest that the remedy 
for this undesirable state of things would 
seem to rest, under present circumstances, 
with His Excellency Sir Henry Storks ; and 
the petition of your memorialists is, that 
the considerations set forth in this address 
be laid before His Excellency. 

** On behalf of the Committee, 

‘‘ JosepH Cooper, Chairman of 
Committee. 
“7, A. CHAMEROVZOW, Secretary} 
‘¢ 27, New Broad-street, E.C., Feb. 16. 
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Subjoined is Mr. Cardwell’s reply. 


‘ Downing-street, Feb. 16. 

*¢ Srr,—I am directed by Mr. Secretary 
Cardwell to acknowledge the receipt of an 
address of to-day’s date from the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, and to inform you that a copy of 
the address has been forwarded to the 
Governor of Jamaica.—I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

(Signed) ‘¢ FREDERIC ROGERS. 
Joseph Cooper, Esq.” 

The promptitude of Mr. Cardwell’s reply 
is worthy of special notice, indicating, as it 
does, a desire to receive and to act upon 
suggestions, offered in good faith. We 
believe the memorial was not in Mr. Card- 
well’s hands before four o’clock in the 
afternoon. His answer was received at 
the Anti-Slavery Society’s offices at half- 
past five the same evening. A copy of 
the correspondence went out to Jamaica by 
the mail of the 17th, and the next morning 
it appeared in several daily papers. 


=x 


BRITISH ABOLITIONIST MOVE- 
MENTS. . 


THE cessation of the civil war in the 
United States brought to a close the la- 
bours of the London Emancipation Society, 
and of kindred Associations which had 
been formed for the purpose of supplying 
the public with correct information. We 
learn, from the report of the Edinburgh 
Ladies’ New Anti-Slavery Association, for 
the years 1864, 1865, that it also deems it 
desirable to terminate its efforts. We sub- 
join its report. 








REPORT. 

“The Committee of the New Anti-Slavery 
Association, after ten years working in the cause 
of freedom, regard it as a matter for congratula- 
tion and thanksgiving that they are able, in 
circumstances so auspicious, to bring their efforts 
to a close. 

“The great and mighty changes which have 
taken place in connection with American Slavery 
on that continent, during the past eight years, 
seem to render it no longer necessary to carry 
on operations as a separateS ociety. The Com- 
mittee therefore, at their last meeting, agreed 
to dissolve their Association ; but at the same 
time, being assured that much still requires to 
be done for the now happily freedman in America, 
and that it is also needful to watch the proceedings 
of the favourers of Slavery in other parts of the 
world where it exercises its evil influence, they 
farther agreed among themselves to join or assist 
other organizations formed for these purposes, 
and to continue to do what they could to prove 
their sympathy with those who have long suf- 
fered hard bondage now released from it, and 
are still under the oppressor’s rod. 
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“ The reports issued by the Association shew 
what has been done by the Committee in col- 
lecting and dispensing money and work up to 
the year 1864. The treasurer's accounts, here- 
with given, exhibit the amount of funds intrusted 
to the Committee since then, and also shew how 
the money has been appropriated, with which 
appropriation, they doubt not, their subscribers 
will be satisfied. 

“Jt is gratifying to think, that during the 
existence of this small Association, considerably 
above £400 has been contributed through it for 
the benefit of the enslaved. 

“HH. Swan, Secretary. 
“ Edinburgh, January 1866.” 
BIRMINGHAM LADIES’ NEGROES’ FRIEND SOCIETY. 

A meeting of this Society was held on Mouday 
the 6th ult., and was attended by more than fifty 
ladies. The minutes of the last meeting havin 
been gone through, a communication was rea 
from the Secretary of the Madrid Association for 
the Abolition of Slavery in the Spanish Colonies, 
acknowledging the addresses of this and kindred 
associations to the ladies of Spain, and contain- 
ing a most graphic account of the enthusiastic 
meeting held in one of the largest halls of 
Madrid, to which ladies had been invited, and 
which was rendered more interesting by letters 
from Lord Brougham, M. Montalembert, and 
M. Augustin Cochin. <A recent letter from the 
same source says : 

** The association of ladies is progressing, and, 
were it not for the exceptional state of Madrid, 
would have been a inaugurated. It is 
truly surprising that we have been able so soon 
to ensure the co-operation of the ladies of the 
aristocracy. But their sympathies have been 
thoroughly aroused, and the work will go for- 
ward: those who have not already declared 
themselves in favour of the movement will follow 
in the wake, and one hears the subject discussed 
on all sides.” 

Letters recently received from Jamaica were 
read, and listened to with deep interest. One of 
the writers states that several persons, who, being 
found in possession of arms, were shot down on 
suspicion of being in rebellion, were known to 
have taken up those arms to defend their em- 
ployers.—A communication from the Rev. Henry 
Clark, a clergyman of Jamaiea, has been for- 
warded to the Anti-Slavery Society in London, 
which gives an exposition of the state of the 
island for thé past eighteen years, and confirms 
the opinions held by the Ministers of the Baptist 
denomination. The following minute was sub- 
mitted to the meeting and adopted as a resolu- 
tion: 

“We have now read letters from our cor- 
respondents. Some of them are known to us, 
‘They all concur in the belief that the late diead- 
ful outbreak in Jamaica was no part of an 
organized rebellion, and that the people as a 
body are loyal to the Queen and obedient to the 
laws. While we condemn in the strongest terms 
the murders committed by the rioters at the 
Court House at Morant Bay, it seems to us right 
to, record on the minutes of this Society the 5. 
lief of its members that the re:ult of the Govern- 
ment Commission of Inquiry will prove that 
these barbarous acts were no part of a general 
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conspiracy to exterminate the white population 
of the island, and that therefore the indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter of the numbers that perished 
under martial law, with the flogging of women 
and the suffering of children, calls for the 
strongest condemnation, and, as far as possible, 
for redress from the English people.” 

The last subject that engaged the attention of 
the meeting was the condition of the American 
freedmen, which still demands earnest sympathy 
and help. General. Jenkins, Governor of 
Georgia, says of them, that ‘ their fidelity in the 
past, and their decorum under the distressing 
circumstances of the present, are without a 
parallel in history.” ‘There is a wide-spread 
desire in France to alleviate the intense suffering 
to which many of the freed people are subject. 
Some of the clothes sent to New York from Paris 
come from the remotest parts of France, while 
the artisans of that city are most earnest in 
their offerings both of money and garments. 


EDINBURGH LADIES’ EMANCIPATION SOCIETY. 


The report of the above-named Society, for the 
year ending 15th ult., is now before us. It gives 
a comprehensive, though necessarily concise 
narrative of the events of the last year, and of the 

rogress of the anti-Slavery movement in Spain. 

he report concludes with the announcement, 
that though “ Slavery is fast passing away from 
the civilized world,” it has not yet entirely 
disappeared; wherefore the Committee “ feel it 
to be their place to cqntinue” their efforts * at 
least one year more,” at the close of which the 
Committee hope it may be granted to them ‘ to 
witness the complete overthrow of Negro 
Slavery.” 





Review. 


Jamaica Pupers. Nos. I. & II. Published 
by the Jamatca Committee. London : 
65, Fleet-street, E.C. 


THESE pamphlets present an excellent sum- 
mary of the contents of the Parliamentary 
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Papers on Jamaica recently issued, and are 
likely to prove very useful. They do not 
profess to be any thing but a compilation, 
from various sources, of information which 
has been already published, relating to the 
alleged rebellion, but the work is well done, 
and comes out opportunely. A i 
commentary dovetails thg extracts, an 
imparts a cohereney to the whole which 
greatly contributes to their value. Num- 
ber II. is especially interesting as a sum- 
mary of the Blue Book called ‘‘ the com- 
mand,” containing the evidence of various 
persons in Jamaica on the general condi- 
tion of the island. 
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